
SPECIAL RULES 
February 10, 2026 

 
Time Started:   
 
Attendance:  Hoffman, Loveridge, Bayly, Fleming, Nichols 
 
Staff: 
 

Agenda 
 

RESOLUTION TITLE 

P/75/26 RESOLUTION URGING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO COMPLY WITH THE RENSSELAER 
COUNTY CHARTER, THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S 
OWN ADOPTED PURCHASING PROCEDURES, AND TO AUTHORIZE COUNTY 
DEPARTMENT HEADS AND STAFF TO ATTEND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AND 
REGULAR MEETINGS 

 

 



RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Hoffman, Bayly, Casale, Choquette, Gendron, Grant, Herrington, Loveridge, Maloney, Patire, Wysocki, 
Fleming, Nichols, Ashley, Galuski, Rutecki, Sabo, Weaver, Zalewski 
Sent To:  Committee Date  February 10, 2026 
      
 
Resolution No. P/75/26 

    

RESOLUTION URGING THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE TO COMPLY WITH THE RENSSELAER 
COUNTY CHARTER, THE RULES OF THE LEGISLATURE, AND THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE’S 
OWN ADOPTED PURCHASING PROCEDURES, AND TO AUTHORIZE COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
HEADS AND STAFF TO ATTEND LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE AND REGULAR MEETINGS 

WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed by the Rensselaer County 
Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, In 1970, the Rensselaer County Legislature replaced the 
Board of Supervisors as the legislative body of the County, and in 1972 
the voters of Rensselaer County approved by referendum a County Charter 
establishing a separation of executive and legislative powers and defining 
the respective duties and responsibilities of each branch of government; 
and 

WHEREAS, Pursuant to the Rensselaer County Charter, the Legislature 
serves as the policy-making body of the County and bears primary 
responsibility for the financial affairs of the County, including the 
adoption of the annual budget, the levying of taxes, the making of 
appropriations, and the establishment and oversight of county services and 
programs through the enactment of local laws and resolutions; and 

WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Legislature is composed of nineteen 
elected members representing approximately 161,000 residents of the 
County, and conducts its work through duly established standing 
committees, as authorized by Resolution 19-70 and subsequent Rules of the 
Legislature; and 

WHEREAS, It is the duty of these committees to inquire into matters 
referred to them, examine proposed resolutions and claims, request 
information necessary for informed decision-making, and exercise all 
powers and duties conferred upon them by law; and 

WHEREAS, Since the adoption of the County Charter, and for more than 
five decades, it has been the consistent and longstanding practice of 
successive County Executives and their administrations for Department 
Heads and knowledgeable staff to attend Legislative Committee meetings and 
regular meetings of the Legislature in order to respond to questions, 
provide information, and assist legislators in carrying out their charter-
mandated responsibilities; and 
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WHEREAS, In 2018, the County Executive proposed and the Legislature 
approved the creation of a Joint Purchasing Review Committee to review 
County purchasing procedures and recommend improvements, which resulted in 
the development of the Rensselaer County Purchasing Procedures Manual; and 

WHEREAS, The Purchasing Procedures Manual was subsequently adopted 
by resolution of the Legislature by a vote of 17-0 on May 8, 2018, and 
approved by the County Executive on May 11, 2018; and 

WHEREAS, Section 15 of the Purchasing Procedures Manual expressly 
requires the attendance of a knowledgeable department representative at 
Legislative Committee meetings and further requires the Department Head or 
knowledgeable designee to attend meetings of the full Legislature to 
respond to questions relating to proposed resolutions; and 

WHEREAS, The County Executive and his administration followed these 
procedures and longstanding practices continuously from 2018 through 
December 2025; and 

WHEREAS, In early January 2026, the County Executive directed 
Department Heads not to attend Legislative Committee meetings, thereby 
preventing legislators from obtaining necessary information required to 
properly review resolutions and fulfill their legislative and fiscal 
responsibilities; and 

WHEREAS, The Legislature has received no formal explanation for this 
departure from longstanding practice, adopted policy, and the County 
Executive’s own approved procedures; and 

WHEREAS, The absence of Department Heads and knowledgeable staff 
from Legislative Committee meetings undermines transparency, inhibits the 
legislative review process, and interferes with the Legislature’s ability 
to effectively represent the residents of Rensselaer County; now, 
therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Legislature, strongly urge and 
call upon the County Executive to comply with the Rensselaer County 
Charter, the Rules of the Legislature, and the Purchasing Procedures 
Manual approved by both the Legislature and the County Executive, and to 
immediately authorize Department Heads, Commissioners, and appropriate 
staff to resume attendance at Legislative Committee meetings and regular 
meetings of the Legislature; and be it further 
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RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the Legislature is hereby directed to transmit 
a copy of this Resolution to the County Executive and to all County 
Department Heads and Commissioners. 

 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
February 10, 2026 
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