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RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Grant, Loveridge, Weaver,  
 
Sent To: Social Services Committee Date  March 11, 2025 
      
 
Resolution No. G/1  

    

 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH BRIGHTSIDE UP, INC. FOR DAY CARE 
REGISTRATIONS AND INSPECTIONS - DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

  
 
 WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed with the Rensselaer County 
Legislature by the Rensselaer County Executive; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Department of Social Services (“Department”) is 
mandated by New York State to provide registration and inspection of day 
care homes; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Department received notification from the New York 
State Office of Children and Family Services (“OCFS”) of its intention to 
renew the Memorandum of Understanding for the Day Care Registration and 
Inspection program with Brightside Up, Inc.; and 
 
 WHEREAS, The Department is desirous of entering into an agreement 
with Brightside Up, Inc., 91 Broadway, Menands, New York 12204, who will 
fulfill all duties necessary including the recruitment and training of all 
prospective family day care homes and school age childcare providers; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Brightside Up, Inc. fulfills the requirements of 
fingerprinting, criminal history record check, employment history 
documentation, personal and employment references, and New York State 
Central Register Child and Abuse screening; and 
 
 WHEREAS, OCFS maintained funding for the current calendar year at 
$164,589.00; and  
 
 WHEREAS, The amount of this contract is one hundred percent (100%) 
reimbursable with Federal Child Care funding; and 
 
 WHEREAS, That any positions, programs, expenditures and/or 
agreements or contracts authorized or established pursuant to this 
Resolution shall terminate and cease upon discontinuance of said funding; 
and 
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 WHEREAS, The start and end dates of such agreement, the source of 
funding of the same, the total amount to be expended over the life of 
same, which shall not exceed budgetary appropriations, and the name and 
address of the contracting parties are as follows:   
 
DESCRIPTION AND 
DATES 

VENDOR APPROPRIATION 
CODE 

AMOUNT 

Registration & 
Inspection of Day 
Care Homes 
1/1/2025-
12/31/2025 

Brightside Up, 
Inc. 
91 Broadway 
Menands, New York 
12204 

A.6010.04900 $164,589.00 

 
; now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Executive, or his designee, is 
authorized to sign the above-referenced agreement, subject to the approval 
as to form by the Rensselaer County Attorney.  
 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
March 11, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk of the Legislature       Executive Action 
 
Sent to County Executive      Approved    Date   
 
Received from County Executive      Disapproved   
         Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk 
 
                
Clerk of the Legislature         County Executive 
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KATHY HOCHUL 
Governor 

DAMIA HARRIS-MADDEN, Ed.D., MBA, M.S. 
Commissioner  

 
 

   
 

October 2, 2024 
 

Commissioner 
Rensselaer County Department of Social Services 
127 Bloomingrove Drive 
Troy, New York 12180 
 
Re: MOU 2301 

 
MOU Period: January 1, 2025 to December 31, 2025 

 
Dear Commissioner: 

 
The New York State Office of Children and Family Services (OCFS), through the Division of Child Care Services 
(DCCS), is pleased to inform you of the OCFS intention to renew the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
for your Local Department of Social Services (LDSS) Day Care Registration and Inspection program.  This letter 
serves to provide you with the funding level for the above calendar year.  The MOU documents will provide 
LDSS with the necessary information to complete the Day Care Registration and Inspection Project electronic 
application. The documents are included in the email attachments that accompany this funding letter.  

 
The disbursement of funding for your registration contract is described below: 

 
Maximum Funding Available:  $164,589.00 

 
  

• Please be advised that the signature of an authorized LDSS representative is not required at this 
point. It will only be required once your agency receives the paper copies of the MOU from your program 
contract manager after DCCS review and approval of your electronic application.  

• No scanned or PDF formats will be accepted. 
 

The registration MOU electronic application includes the Appendix D (application pages), Staff Plan Form (all 
registration staff must be identified by name and title) and the Draft simplified budget(s). The Appendix C-1 
of Standard Performance Levels and Payment Schedule is attached for your review. Note: Performance 
standards have been amended for 2024 

 
DCCS has entered the 2025 dates into the Day Care Registration application and budget(s) pages for you from a 
copy of the 2024 Appendix D and budget(s). A blank copy of the staff plan has been included which should 
contain the current 2025 information. You may save a copy of the completed documents for your files.   Please 
make all necessary amendments to these forms, which has the most current text, and return for processing.  
If changes occur after the submission of the Appendix D, please notify the DCCS contract unit immediately. 
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An e-mail address is being requested on the Appendix D for all contacts, including county administrative 
staff. (You may use your county email if that is more convenient.)  

 
Please do not amend the budget templates; use those forms provided in the attachments and ensure any 
subcontractor uses the current template.  

 
The LDSS Districts that utilize a subcontractor to conduct the Day Care Registration and Inspection services 
will need to include in their electronic application an additional, completed subcontractor budget. Please do not 
amend the budget templates.  The subcontractor’s budget, if applicable, needs to be included in the LDSS 
budget in Section B4. The LDSS (and subcontractor’s) B section needs either a quarterly or monthly cost in 
the line item description, in addition to the description for annual expenses over $500.  The OCFS and Total 
Cost field amounts need to be filled. LDSS has a ceiling of 5% administration cost when there is a 
subcontractor. 

 
As a reminder, where applicable, the LDSS, as the contractor, is responsible for the day care registration and 
inspection project.  Therefore, should LDSS utilize a subcontractor to perform the Registration services on their 
behalf, LDSS is required to include in their subcontractor’s agreement:  

 
1. Every standard performance level of the registration MOU found in Appendix C-1.  
2. The same rules of confidentiality and professional conduct that are required of all registration staff in the 

LDSS and the DCCS Regional Offices. It is essential that this language be included. 
3. DCCS requests the inclusion of the following statement: It is important to note that during the Day Care 

Registration and Inspection contract period, training will be conducted and attendance is required, as 
determined by the OCFS DCCS Regional Office. 

 
It is required to provide to the DCCS Regional Office Manager a signed copy of the subcontractor 
agreement.  

 
It is the legal responsibility of the contractor, LDSS, to provide supervision and oversight for the Day Care 
Registration and Inspection Project.  DCCS requires for each renewal year, LDSS identify a designee/liaison for 
the Day Care Registration and Inspection Project. It is a requirement that the LDSS staff person is employed at a 
professional level.  Therefore, it is necessary to provide the DCCS Regional Office with the name of the current 
LDSS registration staff person responsible for the monitoring of the registration activities as reflected on the 
Appendix D.  
 
The Appendix C-1 performance standards include the requirement that the contractor maintain identified 
staffing levels that are necessary to conduct the registration activities and that there be specific, designated 
staff conducting the registration activities. Therefore, all registration staff must be identified by name and 
title, as well as their percent of time scheduled for the registration project. Abbreviated names and titles are 
accepted due to format limitations. We developed a means of electronic transfer of personnel budget 
information to the Staffing Plan form to better assist in this process.  The Staffing Plan form matches the 
size of the personnel columns in the budget for easy electronic copying of staff names and percentage on 
the project between these two documents. We added “Paste” buttons for your convenience.  Save a copy 
for your records.  You will use this form during the year to report staff changes. 

 
 
 

It is a project requirement that the registration staffing plan is submitted as part of the application. The Regional 
Office Manager will review and approve your registration personnel. Staff resumes must be submitted to the 
DCCS Regional Office Manager for review and approval.  
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The staffing levels are also reviewed for approval and updated quarterly on the Summary of Quarterly Registration 
Review Report by the DCCS Regional Office. It is a quarterly requirement, that after the end of the quarter, any 
change in registration personnel be reported to the DCCS Regional Office. However, significant registration 
staff changes should be reported as they occur, anytime during the year, to the Regional Office on this 
Staffing Plan form. If any staffing requirements are not satisfactorily met, there will be a reduction of the 
quarterly performance payment as described in the Registration MOU Appendix C-1.  

 
The performance-based claiming process provides equal quarterly payments (1/4 of the total funding, including 
cents) for the registration and inspection services upon verification of the standard performance levels being met. 
After the quarter ends, the appropriate DCCS Regional Office Manager will complete a Summary of Quarterly 
Registration Review Report. The electronically signed quarterly registration report will be sent to LDSS attention. 
The DCCS Regional Office report will specify that full quarterly payment will be allocated.   

 
If a performance standard is not met, a payment reduction percentage must be applied as established in the 
Appendix C-1. A copy of the DRAFT Summary of Quarterly Registration Review Report and Overdue Program 
Report will be provided to the LDSS contractor and, where applicable, the subcontractor. LDSS will have the 
opportunity to explain how they were not able to meet the standard due to extraordinary or unforeseen 
circumstances as stated in the Appendix C-1. After receiving such explanation, the DCCS Regional Office report 
will specify if the reduction is waived and a full quarterly payment will be allocated, or no waiver issued, and 
payment reduced.  

 
Upon receiving the completed Summary of Quarterly Registration Review Report electronically, LDSS submits 
an ink signed voucher/claim to the appropriate DCCS Regional Office Manager for the exact amount (including 
cents) that is in the report. You may create a claim template with standard information for your convenience.  
However, the claim will need to be printed and ink signed for this Office to process. Please use the Office of the 
State Comptroller claiming form AC3253-S (2012). 

 
The amount on the claim needs to reflect the exact amount (including cents) shown on the quarterly report or 
Appendix C-1 (if there is no penalty).  There is no rounding to the nearest dollar. Place data inside of the 
Vendor Box. This ink signed voucher/claim for payment will be scanned by the DCCS Regional Office Manager 
to the Registration Contract Manager at DCCS Central Office for the processing of the quarterly payment.   

 
Your contribution in this process cannot be overstated. All efforts to submit your completed registration package 
electronically by November 1, 2024 or earlier will be greatly appreciated.  It is essential to take into consideration 
that the MOU processing time frame may need a two-month minimum from the time that the MOU and budget 
are reviewed and approved by DCCS, and LDSS returns by mail the authorized signed documents. The sooner 
your registration renewal package is returned to the DCCS Program Contract Manager and Regional Office 
Manager, the sooner the review and approval process can begin.  
 
 
Please complete all documents in the electronic application and submit the Appendix D, staff plan and budget 
documents electronically and simultaneously to:  

• Brenna Johnston, DCCS Registration Contract Manager at Brenna.Johnston@ocfs.ny.gov,       
• your DCCS Regional Manager,  
• AND Sarah Erickson, DCCS Supervisor of Early Childhood Program Development Unit at 

Sarah.Erickson@ocfs.ny.gov 
 

mailto:Brenna.Johnston@ocfs.ny.gov
mailto:Sarah.Erickson@ocfs.ny.gov
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We will be anticipating an electronic copy of your completed registration renewal.  Please remember: no 
scanned or PDF documents will be accepted. Return the forms attached in this email with current 
information. 

 
Please contact me with any questions or for technical assistance with the forms. If I am not available, you may 
contact Sarah Erickson via email or at (518) 473-0792. 
 
Thank you for your continued partnership and your commitment to the children and families in New York State.  
We will contact you as soon as possible with an approved MOU for signature. 

 
Sincerely,  

 
Brenna Johnston 

 
Brenna Johnston 
Program Contract Manager 
Division of Child Care Services  
518-473-3676 Brenna.Johnston@ocfs.ny.gov  

 
 

cc: DCCS Regional Office Manager 
 

 

mailto:Brenna.Johnston@ocfs.ny.gov




























LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:________ P Resolution:_________           
 
Title of Legislation:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Requested by:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor(s):________________________________________________________________ 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any:$_______________ current year 
         $______________ ongoing expenses per year 

 
2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax 

levy, etc.):_____________________________________________________ 
 

a) For federal funding:  amount $____________ and length of time federal 
funding is available __________________.  Is it available for ongoing 
expenses? Yes ______  or  No _________  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $______________ and length of time state funding 

is available ____________________.   Is it available for ongoing expenses?  
Yes ______ or  No ________  

 
c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and 

projected interest cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $____________ and ongoing $__________ 
 

e) Other (please explain) $____________  
 

3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes ___________   No __________ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.):_______________ 
 
5) Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will 

produce or any expense that will be avoided:___________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Department Head 

 
________________________________ 



RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Grant, Loveridge, Weaver 
 
Sent To: Social Services Committee Date  March 11, 2025 
      
 
Resolution No. G/2 

    

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AGREEMENTS WITH TOGETHER FOR YOUTH FOR NON-SECURE 

DETENTION AND ALTERNATIVES TO DETENTION SERVICES –  
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICES 

 
WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed with the Rensselaer County 

Legislature by the Rensselaer County Executive; and 
 

WHEREAS, Rensselaer County is mandated to provide and assure the 
availability of non-secure detention facilities as well as alternatives to 
detention; and  
 

WHEREAS, The Department of Social Services (“Department”) seeks to 
continue to contract with Together for Youth, formerly known as Berkshire 
Farm Center and Services for Youth for non-secure detention services as 
well as an intensive prevention program which includes providing immediate 
assessment of youth and family functioning, crisis intervention, respite 
service and in-home service to the youth and family; and 

 
WHEREAS, Together for Youth staff goes to Family Court and advocates 

for the child to remain in their home with services or electronic 
monitoring; and 

 
WHEREAS, Together for Youth is the only service provider in the 

Capital Region that can provide both the non-secure detention services as 
well as the wrap-around services necessary to shorten the length of time 
in detention or prevent the remand to detention; and 
 
 WHEREAS, Effective January 1, 2025, Together for Youth will provide 
Rensselaer County with one reserved bed, at a per diem rate of $574.41, 
and will accommodate an additional non-secure detention request only if 
the unreserved bed is available and remains available, at the same per 
diem rate of $574.41; and 

 
WHEREAS, If an unreserved bed becomes unavailable the County will 

need to remove the youth by 5:00 PM; and 
 

 WHEREAS, The 2025 Rensselaer County Adopted Budget provides funding 
for these agreements within budgetary codes A.6123.04700 and A.6070.04747; 
and 
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WHEREAS, The start and end dates of such agreements, the source of 
funding of the same, the total amount to be expended over the life of the 
same, and the name and address of the contracting parties are as follows: 

 
 

CONTRACT  VENDOR      APPROPRIATION AMOUNT OF 
DESCRIPTION         CODE   CONTRACT 

 
Non-Secure  Together for Youth    A.6123.04700 $218,276.00 
Detention  13640 Route 22 
1/1/25-12/31/25 Canaan, New York 12029 
     
 
Stepping Stones Together for Youth    A.6070.04747 $128,210.00 
Intensive   13640 Route 22 
Prevention Prog. Canaan, New York 12029 
1/1/25-12/31/25  

 
; now, therefore, be it  
 
 RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Executive, or his designee, is 
authorized to sign the above-referenced agreements, subject to the 
approval as to form by the Rensselaer County Attorney. 
 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
March 11, 2025 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk of the Legislature       Executive Action 
 
Sent to County Executive      Approved    Date   
 
Received from County Executive      Disapproved   
         Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk 
 
                
Clerk of the Legislature         County Executive 



 
 

Rensselaer County
And

Together for Youth
[fna Berkshire Farm Center and Services for Youth]

 
This Service Agreement (“Agreement”) made on the date set forth below between Rensselaer 
County located at 99 Troy Road, East Greenbush, New York 12061, hereinafter called the 
“County” and Together for Youth, fna Berkshire Farm Center and Services for Youth located 
at 13640 Route 22, Canaan, New York 12029 hereinafter called the “Vendor”. County and 
Vendor are sometimes referred to in this Agreement individually as a “Party” and collectively 
as the “Parties”.
 

WITNESSETH:
 
WHEREAS, the Vendor is engaged in the business of hosting a "Stepping Stones" program; 
and
 
WHEREAS, the County seeks to offer the Stepping Stones program; and
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby agree as follows:
 
1. SCOPE OF SERVICES

1.1 Stepping Stones is in intensive prevention program that will 
reduce the County's need to place youth in detention or other out of 
home placements. Stepping Stones will have the following impact:

o Reduce admissions to detention thus reducing the County's 
detention costs.

o Reduce the number of detention care days thus reducing the 
County's detention costs.

o Reduce the number of PINS petitions being filed.
o Reduce the number of PINS being placed out of the home.

1.2 Stepping Stones has the following characteristics:

o A no reject policy - all pre-PINS, alleged PINS or 
adjudicated PINS will be accepted.

o Immediate response to referrals 24 hours a day.
o Immediate crisis intervention service with skilled 

professionals.
o Immediate assessments of youth and family functioning.
o An as needed respite service component.
o Intensified services for 30 to 60 days.
o One family specialist for every six identified youth and their 

families.

1.3 Vendor's staff will provide:
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o A minimum of five contacts with youth/family per week (at 
least two will be face-to-face contacts).

o A minimum of three written status reports will be submitted to 
the county during the service period.

o At discharge a recommendation to the County of further 
needed community-based services (if required).

1.4 Vendor's staff will have the following:

o Master’s Degree in Human Services.
o Strong crisis intervention skills .
o Ability to administer assessment tools.
o Excellent understanding of family dynamics.
o Flexible work schedule to provide services when needed.
o Passion to make a difference and persistence to do whatever it 

takes to keep youth and families together.

1.4 Vendor will provide all needed trainings for staff and provide administrative oversight 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week and 52 weeks a year. Vendor will ensure that all components of 
Stepping Stones are offered in a professional and timely manner.
 
2. TERM OF CONTRACT

This Agreement shall commence on January 1, 2025 and shall terminate on 
December 31, 2025.

 
3. PAYMENT FOR SERVICES

In consideration of the above services, the County agrees to pay the Vendor a sum not 
to exceed $128,210.00 for the Term of this Agreement. Upon receipt of an invoice 
from the Vendor, the County has 30 days to remit payment.

 
4. AMENDMENTS

This agreement may be modified or amended only in writing and duly executed by 
both Parties. Any modification or amendment shall be attached to and become part of 
this Agreement. All notices concerning this Agreement shall be delivered in writing to 
the Parties.

 
5. CERTIFICATES OF INSURANCE

Vendor agrees to maintain during the term of this agreement Workers’ Compensation 
and Disability Insurance Coverage as may be required by law, together with liability 
insurance with liability limits reasonably satisfactory to the County, and to provide to 
the County proof of all such insurance coverage at the time of the execution of this 
agreement by Vendor. The Certificate holder section must read as follows: Rensselaer 
County, c/o Rensselaer County Attorney, 99 Troy Road, East Greenbush, New York 
12061.

 
6. INDEMNIFICATION

Vendor acknowledges and agrees that the services to be provided pursuant to the terms 
of this agreement are provided as an independent contractor and not as an agent or as 
employees of the County. Accordingly, Vendor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless 
the County, its agents, officers and employees, from and against any and all claims or 
causes of action, including reasonable attorneys' fees and expenses incurred by the 
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County in connection with a defense of any such claims or causes of action, which 
may arise as a consequence of any act or omission on the part of the Vendor, its agents 
or employees which occurs during the performance of the services to be provided 
hereunder.

 
7. VENUE

In the event either Party to this agreement shall initiate litigation against the other 
Party to protect or enforce any right or benefit in favor of such Party under the terms of 
this Agreement, the Parties hereby mutually agree that the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York shall exercise exclusive jurisdiction over such litigation, and that the 
venue of the same shall be County of Rensselaer, New York.

 
8. EXECUTORY NATURE OF CONTRACT

Vendor expressly acknowledges and agrees that this contract will be considered 
executory to the extent New York State or Federal funding is relied upon by the 
County for the payment of any goods, labor or services to be furnished by Vendor 
under the terms and provisions of this Agreement, and that in the event such funding 
shall not be forthcoming, this Agreement may be terminated by the County upon 
reasonable prior written notice to Vendor.

 
9. CORPORATE COMPLIANCE

Vendor represents and warrants that it, and its employees and/or contractors, are not 
excluded from participation and are not otherwise ineligible to participate in a “federal 
health care program”, as defined in 42 U.S.C.1320a-7b or in any other government 
payment program. Vendor further represents and warrants that it will perform 
screening, on a monthly basis, all of its employees and subcontractors against:

a. The General Services Administration’s Federal Excluded Party List System 
or any successor list;
b. The United States Department of Health and Human Service’s Office of the 
Inspector General’s List of Excluded Individuals and Entities or any successor 
list; and
c. The New York State Department of Health’s Office of the Medicaid 
Inspector General’s list of Restricted, Terminated or Excluded Individuals or 
Entities, or any successor list.

 
In the event that an excluded Party is discovered by the Vendor, said Vendor shall 
notify the County within five (5) days of such discovery. The County reserves its right 
to cancel and contract upon such notification.
 
The County further shall have the right to cancel this Agreement and declare the same 
null and void in the event that the Vendor fails to fulfill its obligations under this 
section.
 

10. TERMINATION
Either Party may terminate this Agreement, provided that the Party terminating this 
Agreement gives thirty (30) days written notice of termination to the other Party, 
which shall be served upon the other Party by first class mail.

 
11. FORCE MAJEURE
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Neither Party to this Agreement shall be held responsible or be deemed to be in default 
under this Agreement for any delay in performance or failure in performance of any of 
their respective obligations to be performed hereunder if such delay or failure is the 
result of causes beyond the control and without negligence of the Party with respect to 
whose obligations such delay in performance or failure in performance has occurred. 
Such causes shall include, without limitation, acts of natural or man-made disasters, 
strikes, lockouts, riots, insurrections, civil disturbances or uprising, sabotage, 
embargoes, blockades, acts of war, acts of terror, acts or failure to act of any 
governmental regulations superimposed after the fact, communication line failures, 
power failures, fires, explosions, accidents, epidemics, and all occurrences similar to 
the foregoing (collectively referred to herein as "Force Majeure"). The Party affected 
by an event of Force Majeure, upon giving prompt notice to the other Party, shall be 
excused from performance hereunder on a day-to-day basis to the extent of such 
prevention, restriction or interference (and the other Party shall likewise be excused 
from performance of its obligations which relate to the performance so prevented, 
restricted or interfered with); provided that the Party as affected shall use its best 
efforts to avoid or remove such causes of nonperformance and to minimize the 
consequences thereof and day-to-day basis to the extent of such prevention, restriction 
or interference (and the other Party shall likewise be excused from performance of its 
obligations which relate to the performance so prevented, restricted or interfered with); 
provided that the Party as affected shall use its best efforts to avoid or remove such 
causes of nonperformance and to minimize the consequences thereof and both Parties 
shall continue performance hereunder with the utmost dispatch whenever such causes 
are removed. Lack of funds shall not be a Force Majeure.

 
12. NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Vendor agrees that in carrying out its activities under the terms of the Agreement 
that it shall abide by the applicable provisions of the Human Rights Law of the State of 
New York, as set forth in Sections 290-301 of the Executive Law of the State of New 
York.

 
13. FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAW AND REGULATIONS COMPLIANCE

Vendor agrees to abide by and comply with all applicable federal, state and local laws, 
rules, regulations and orders.

 
14. DISCLOSURE

Vendor certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief, that:
A. No State or Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, by or 
on behalf of the Vendor, to any person for influencing or attempting to 
influence legislation or appropriation actions pending before local, State and 
Federal executive and/or legislative bodies in connection with the awarding of 
any contract, the making of any grant, the making of any loan, the entering into 
of any cooperative Agreement, and the extension, continuation, renewal, 
amendment, or modification of any contract, grant loan, or cooperative 
Agreement.
 
B. If any funds other than State or Federal appropriated funds have been paid 
or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence 
legislation or appropriation actions pending before local, State and Federal 
executive and/or legislative bodies in connection with this contract, grant, loan 
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or cooperative Agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit Standard 
Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in accordance with its 
instructions.

 
This certification is a material representation of fact upon which reliance was placed 
when this transaction was made or entered into. Submission of-this certification is a 
prerequisite for making or entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 
31, and United States Code. Failure to file the required certification shall be subject to 
civil penalty by the Federal government of not less than $10,000 and not more than 
$100,000 for each such failure.

 
15. ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This Agreement, and any documents referred to in it, constitute the whole Agreement 
between the Parties and supersede any previous arrangement, understanding or 
Agreement between them relating to the subject matter they cover.

 
Each of the Parties acknowledges and agrees that in entering into this Agreement it 
does not rely on any undertaking, promise, assurance, statement, representation, 
warranty or understanding (whether in writing or not) of any person (whether party to 
this Agreement or not) relating to the subject matter of this Agreement, other than as 
expressly set out in this Agreement.

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the duly authorized 
officers of the respective Parties on the date set forth below.
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Rensselaer County
And

Together for Youth
[fna Berkshire Farm Center and Services for Youth]

 
This Service Agreement (“Agreement”) made on the date set forth below between Rensselaer 
County located at 99 Troy Road, East Greenbush, New York 12061, hereinafter called the 
“County” and Together for Youth fna Berkshire Farm Center and Services for Youth located 
at 13640 Route 22, Canaan, New York 12029, hereinafter called the “Vendor”. County and 
Vendor are sometimes referred to in this Agreement individually as a “Party” and collectively 
as the “Parties”.
 

WITNESSETH:
 
WHEREAS, the Vendor has developed one (1) non-secure detention service program to 
conform to Section 218-a. B. of the New York State County Law (which mandates, in part, 
that each county "provide or assure the availability of conveniently accessible and adequate 
non-secure detention facilities,"); and
 
WHEREAS, the New York State Office of Children and Family Services and the state 
division for youth have certified said facilities; and
 
WHEREAS, the County wishes to place eligible and appropriate juveniles in these programs; 
and
 
NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby agree as follows:
 
1. SCOPE OF SERVICES

1.1 Vendor reserves the right to reject at referral or intake any youth under 
the following conditions:
• When a referred youth has committed a serious act such as rape, murder, 
arson, assault with serious injury, or sexual assault.
 
• When a referred youth has a history of fire setting and does not have a 
recent fire setting risk assessment that states the youth is at low risk of 
future fire setting behaviors.
 
• When a referred youth is currently actively involved in detoxification 
from opiates.
 
• When a referred youth is diagnosed with a medical or mental health 
condition which prevents the youth from being safely supervised and cared 
for in a Non-Secure Detention setting.
 
• When a referred youth is, at the time of referral, currently shows signs of 
suicidal or homicidal ideation.

 
1.2 Vendor reserves the right to ask for the immediate removal of a youth 
currently in a Vendor's Non-Secure Detention program under the following 
conditions:
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• When the youth's behavior, after the program has exhausted all approved 
de-escalation techniques, continues to be a danger to themselves or other 
youth in the household. Examples of this type of behavior are, but are not 
limited to; excessive AWOL attempts, physical or sexual assaults on other 
youth in the program, repeated destruction of facility or agency property, 
and being physically assaultive towards agency staff.
 
• When a youth's action exacerbates their medical or mental health 
conditions that prevent them from being safely cared. Some examples of 
these actions could be, but are not limited to; refusing to take prescribed 
medication, refusal to attend any scheduled evaluation or appointments, 
intentionally seeking to harm themselves through action or inaction with 
regards to their mental or physical health.

 
1.3 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE VENDOR

1.3.1 The Vendor will operate the non-secure detention program in 
compliance with applicable Part 180 of the New York State Office of 
Children and Family Services Juvenile Detention Facilities Regulations.
 
1.3.2 The programs will provide youth care, shelter, food, clothing, 
education, health care, recreation, case management services, outcome 
feedback and family involvement to the extent possible.
 
1.3.3 The Vendor will provide non-secure detention services for juveniles: 
(1) awaiting Family Court adjudication or disposition, or (2) who are 
runaways awaiting transportation in accordance with the Interstate 
Compact.
 
1.3.4 The Vendor will schedule medical examinations for all detained 
juveniles within 72 hours of admission. The Vendor will pay for a 
complete physical examination. All other medical costs, including 
pharmaceutical and dental costs, will be the responsibility of the parents 
and/or the county.
 
1.3.5 The Vendor will establish for each youth an opportunity to participate 
in recreation and opportunities to worship. The Vendor will make every 
effort to establish and maintain communication between the juvenile and 
his/her parents or legal guardian.
 
1.3.6 The Vendor will assist in the process to ensure that educational 
services will be provided to each juvenile by the local school district within 
the guidelines of the State Education Department.
 
1.3.7 The Vendor will monitor the adjustment of each juvenile in detention. 
The Vendor will prepare a written court letter describing the behavior of 
each youth who have been in care for 72 hours or longer. The Vendor will 
establish and maintain a liaison with the County Probation Department, 
Family Court and the Department of Social Services that placed the 
juvenile.
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1.3.8 The Vendor will maintain a 24-hour-a-day intake unit at all described 
non-secure detention programs.
 
1.3.9 The Vendor agrees to maintain books, records and supporting 
documents as required by Social Services Law and Part 180 of the Juvenile 
Detention Facilities Regulations. The Vendor will use accounting 
procedures and practices that properly reflect all direct and indirect costs of 
the services under the Agreement. The financial and statistical records shall 
be subject at reasonable times to inspection, review or audit authorized by 
the County and State governments.
 
1.3.10 The Vendor will maintain appropriate administrative records that 
include, but not limited to, daily census, visitor's log, inventory of juvenile 
property, receipts and expenditures, monthly statistics, medical records and 
behavior reports.
 
1.3.11 The Vendor will keep accurate records for each youth placed in 
detention. All information contained in the Vendor's files shall be 
confidential, pursuant to the applicable provisions of the Social Services 
Law and the Law of the Family Court of the State of New York.
 
1.3.12 The Vendor is only responsible for transporting youth to emergency 
medical appointments.
 
1.3.13 The Vendor will bill the County for the cost of maintaining 
juvenile(s) at these facilities.

 
1.4 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COUNTY

1.4.1 The County agrees to utilize these programs for only those youth who 
are eligible and may be legally admitted to non-secure detention as 
prescribed by the Family Court Act and/or the Criminal Procedures Law, 
and the Regulations of the New York State Office of Children and Family 
Services.
 
1.4.2 The County will cooperate with the Vendor to plan the juvenile's 
timely release from detention.
 
1.4.3 The County will provide the documents requested by the Vendor 
within 48 hours of admission (i.e. court orders).
 
1.4.4 The County agrees to contract for one (1) reserved unit of service 
(bed) at a per diem rate of $574.72 per youth. The County will pay the 
Vendor for the bill rendered within thirty days after approval of a voucher 
submitted by the Vendor. The County agrees to pay the per diem 
unreserved rate of $574.72 when utilizing more than the one (1) reserved 
contracted bed. If a reserved bed is needed when a Rensselaer County 
youth is utilizing an unreserved bed, that youth will need to be removed by 
5 pm to accommodate the other reserved county.

 
2. TERM OF CONTRACT
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This Agreement shall commence on January 1, 2025 and shall 
terminate on December 31, 2025.

 
3. PAYMENT FOR SERVICES

In consideration of the above services, the County agrees to pay the 
Vendor a sum not to exceed $218,276.00 for the Term of this 
Agreement. Upon receipt of an invoice from the Vendor, the County 
has 30 days to remit payment.

 
4. AMENDMENTS

This agreement may be modified or amended only in writing and 
duly executed by both Parties. Any modification or amendment shall 
be attached to and become part of this Agreement. All notices 
concerning this Agreement shall be delivered in writing to the 
Parties.

 
5. CERTIFICATES OF INSURANCE

Vendor agrees to maintain during the term of this agreement 
Workers’ Compensation and Disability Insurance Coverage as may 
be required by law, together with liability insurance with liability 
limits reasonably satisfactory to the County, and to provide to the 
County proof of all such insurance coverage at the time of the 
execution of this agreement by Vendor. The Certificate holder 
section must read as follows: Rensselaer County, c/o Rensselaer 
County Attorney, 99 Troy Road, East Greenbush, New York 12061.

 
6. INDEMNIFICATION

Vendor acknowledges and agrees that the services to be provided 
pursuant to the terms of this agreement are provided as an 
independent contractor and not as an agent or as employees of the 
County. Accordingly, Vendor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless 
the County, its agents, officers and employees, from and against any 
and all claims or causes of action, including reasonable attorneys' 
fees and expenses incurred by the County in connection with a 
defense of any such claims or causes of action, which may arise as a 
consequence of any act or omission on the part of the Vendor, its 
agents or employees which occurs during the performance of the 
services to be provided hereunder.

 
7. VENUE

In the event either Party to this agreement shall initiate litigation 
against the other Party to protect or enforce any right or benefit in 
favor of such Party under the terms of this Agreement, the Parties 
hereby mutually agree that the Supreme Court of the State of New 
York shall exercise exclusive jurisdiction over such litigation, and 
that the venue of the same shall be County of Rensselaer, New York.

 
8. EXECUTORY NATURE OF CONTRACT

Vendor expressly acknowledges and agrees that this contract will be 
considered executory to the extent New York State or Federal 
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funding is relied upon by the County for the payment of any goods, 
labor or services to be furnished by Vendor under the terms and 
provisions of this Agreement, and that in the event such funding shall 
not be forthcoming, this Agreement may be terminated by the County 
upon reasonable prior written notice to Vendor.

 
9. CORPORATE COMPLIANCE

Vendor represents and warrants that it, and its employees and/or 
contractors, are not excluded from participation and are not otherwise 
ineligible to participate in a “federal health care program”, as defined 
in 42 U.S.C.1320a-7b or in any other government payment program. 
Vendor further represents and warrants that it will perform screening, 
on a monthly basis, all of its employees and subcontractors against:

a. The General Services Administration’s Federal Excluded Party List 
System or any successor list;
b. The United States Department of Health and Human Service’s Office of 
the Inspector General’s List of Excluded Individuals and Entities or any 
successor list; and
c. The New York State Department of Health’s Office of the Medicaid 
Inspector General’s list of Restricted, Terminated or Excluded Individuals 
or Entities, or any successor list.
 

In the event that an excluded Party is discovered by the Vendor, said Vendor shall 
notify the County within five (5) days of such discovery. The County reserves its 
right to cancel and contract upon such notification.
 
The County further shall have the right to cancel this Agreement and declare the 
same null and void in the event that the Vendor fails to fulfill its obligations under 
this section.

 
10. TERMINATION

Either Party may terminate this Agreement, provided that the Party 
terminating this Agreement gives thirty (30) days written notice of 
termination to the other Party, which shall be served upon the other 
Party by first class mail.

 
11. FORCE MAJEURE

Neither Party to this Agreement shall be held responsible or be 
deemed to be in default under this Agreement for any delay in 
performance or failure in performance of any of their respective 
obligations to be performed hereunder if such delay or failure is the 
result of causes beyond the control and without negligence of the 
Party with respect to whose obligations such delay in performance or 
failure in performance has occurred. Such causes shall include, 
without limitation, acts of natural or man-made disasters, strikes, 
lockouts, riots, insurrections, civil disturbances or uprising, sabotage, 
embargoes, blockades, acts of war, acts of terror, acts or failure to act 
of any governmental regulations superimposed after the fact, 
communication line failures, power failures, fires, explosions, 
accidents, epidemics, and all occurrences similar to the foregoing 
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(collectively referred to herein as "Force Majeure"). The Party 
affected by an event of Force Majeure, upon giving prompt notice to 
the other Party, shall be excused from performance hereunder on a 
day-to-day basis to the extent of such prevention, restriction or 
interference (and the other Party shall likewise be excused from 
performance of its obligations which relate to the performance so 
prevented, restricted or interfered with); provided that the Party as 
affected shall use its best efforts to avoid or remove such causes of 
nonperformance and to minimize the consequences thereof and day-
to-day basis to the extent of such prevention, restriction or 
interference (and the other Party shall likewise be excused from 
performance of its obligations which relate to the performance so 
prevented, restricted or interfered with); provided that the Party as 
affected shall use its best efforts to avoid or remove such causes of 
nonperformance and to minimize the consequences thereof and both 
Parties shall continue performance hereunder with the utmost 
dispatch whenever such causes are removed. Lack of funds shall not 
be a Force Majeure.

 
12. NON-DISCRIMINATION

The Vendor agrees that in carrying out its activities under the terms 
of the Agreement that it shall abide by the applicable provisions of 
the Human Rights Law of the State of New York, as set forth in 
Sections 290-301 of the Executive Law of the State of New York.

 
13. FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAW AND REGULATIONS COMPLIANCE

Vendor agrees to abide by and comply with all applicable federal, 
state and local laws, rules, regulations and orders.

 
14. DISCLOSURE

Vendor certifies, to the best of its knowledge and belief, that:
A. No State or Federal appropriated funds have been paid or will be paid, 
by or on behalf of the Vendor, to any person for influencing or attempting 
to influence legislation or appropriation actions pending before local, State 
and Federal executive and/or legislative bodies in connection with the 
awarding of any contract, the making of any grant, the making of any loan, 
the entering into of any cooperative Agreement, and the extension, 
continuation, renewal, amendment, or modification of any contract, grant 
loan, or cooperative Agreement.
 
B. If any funds other than State or Federal appropriated funds have been 
paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting to influence 
legislation or appropriation actions pending before local, State and Federal 
executive and/or legislative bodies in connection with this contract, grant, 
loan or cooperative Agreement, the undersigned shall complete and submit 
Standard Form-LLL, “Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying,” in 
accordance with its instructions.
 

This certification is a material representation of fact upon which 
reliance was placed when this transaction was made or entered into. 
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Submission of-this certification is a prerequisite for making or 
entering into this transaction imposed by Section 1352, Title 31, and 
United States Code. Failure to file the required certification shall be 
subject to civil penalty by the Federal government of not less than 
$10,000 and not more than $100,000 for each such failure.

 
15. ENTIRE AGREEMENT

This Agreement, and any documents referred to in it, constitute the whole 
Agreement between the Parties and supersede any previous arrangement, 
understanding or Agreement between them relating to the subject matter they 
cover.
 
Each of the Parties acknowledges and agrees that in entering into this Agreement 
it does not rely on any undertaking, promise, assurance, statement, representation, 
warranty or understanding (whether in writing or not) of any person (whether 
party to this Agreement or not) relating to the subject matter of this Agreement, 
other than as expressly set out in this Agreement.

 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the duly authorized 
officers of the respective Parties on the date set forth below.
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LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:________ P Resolution:_________           
 
Title of Legislation:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Requested by:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor(s):________________________________________________________________ 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any:$_______________ current year 
         $______________ ongoing expenses per year 

 
2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax 

levy, etc.):_____________________________________________________ 
 

a) For federal funding:  amount $____________ and length of time federal 
funding is available __________________.  Is it available for ongoing 
expenses? Yes ______  or  No _________  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $______________ and length of time state funding 

is available ____________________.   Is it available for ongoing expenses?  
Yes ______ or  No ________  

 
c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and 

projected interest cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $____________ and ongoing $__________ 
 

e) Other (please explain) $____________  
 

3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes ___________   No __________ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.):_______________ 
 
5) Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will 

produce or any expense that will be avoided:___________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Department Head 

 
________________________________ 
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