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Resolution No.  P/33 

    

 
RESOLUTION ACTIVATING A DEDICATED TOURISM DEVELOPMENT FUND FOR 

RENSSELAER COUNTY 
 

WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Legislature recognizes that 
tourism provides unique economic opportunities in communities 
throughout the county and tourism profits offer important financial 
benefits to our overall economy; and 

 
WHEREAS, According to an in-depth research study referenced in 

the New York State Association of Counties, for every $1 spent 
promoting travel to New York State, $7 is returned to the state in the 
form of local and state taxes; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Legislature recognized the vast 

importance of tourism by creating a Hotel Room Occupancy Tax - an 
additional sales tax added to the charges to overnight accommodations 
from travelers; and  

  
WHEREAS, This Hotel Room Occupancy Tax is collected and recorded 

as revenue in the General Fund of the 2021 Rensselaer County Budget 
having earned $654,815 in 2019, $334,489 in 2020 despite the COVID-19 
shutdown, and at least $425,000 anticipated revenue for 2022; and 

 
WHEREAS, It is desirous for this Legislative Body to promote, 

encourage and attract visitors to our communities, parks, and 
businesses; and to use travel and tourism facilities within our county 
to increase sales tax revenues, which will help to offset property tax 
increases; and 

 
WHEREAS, The surge in tourism following the COVID-19 pandemic 

that we have already seen in 2021 has continued, making this the 
optimal time to start a dedicated tourism development fund; and 

 
WHEREAS, Resolution P/182/15, which was passed unanimously, was 

passed to establish a dedicated tourism development fund that would 
dedicate a percentage of the county hotel room occupancy tax revenue 
to promoting tourism in Rensselaer County. This committee has yet to 
be activated; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Planning and Tourism Committee of the Rensselaer 

County Legislature, along with the Director of Tourism, should 
activate such a committee to establish specific procedures and 
guidelines for the use of this designated Tourism Development Fund to 
actively promote tourism in Rensselaer County; now, therefore be it 
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RESOLVED, That the Planning and Tourism Committee, in 

collaboration with the Rensselaer County Tourism Director, recommend 
to the office of Budget & Finance a percentage of the county hotel 
room occupancy tax revenue, which will be dedicated to promoting 
tourism; and, be it further 

 
RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Planning and Tourism 

Committee and the Tourism Director of Rensselaer County shall meet at 
such times and places as agreed by its members and shall make periodic 
reports and recommendations to the full legislature as is deemed 
appropriate by the members of such committee.  

 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes: 
Nays: 
Abstain: 
August 9, 2022   
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