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County of Rensselaer          
 

Local Law No.  T-4    of the year 2026   
 
A local law  of the County of Rensselaer Prohibiting the Sale or Distribution of Kratom in 

Rensselaer County  
 
By:    Patire, Hoffman, Loveridge, Film, Choquette, Bayly, Grant, Casale, Herrington, Maloney and 
Wysocki_ 
 
   
Be it enacted by the County Legislature       of the 
    (Name of Legislative Body) 

 
County of Rensselaer        as follows: 
 
 
SECTION 1. AUTHORITY 
 
The County Legislature adopts this Local Law pursuant to the New York State 
Constitution Article IX. 
 
SECTION 2. LEGISLATIVE PURPOSE AND INTENT 
 
The opioid-like plant Mitragyna speciosa, and parts thereof, are commonly known as “Kratom.” 
Kratom can be consumed in several forms, including as a tea, powder, or pill. The Federal Drug 
Administration (FDA) has warned of Kratom use due to risks of serious adverse effects and has 
issued an alert on consuming dietary supplements and ingredients that contain Kratom. The FDA 
has found that Kratom has a high potential for abuse, and poses an imminent hazard to public 
health, safety, and welfare. 
 
This Local Law prohibits the sale of Kratom in Rensselaer County and authorizes Rensselaer 
County Health Department officials and law enforcement agencies to conduct regulatory 
inspections of entities suspected of Kratom sale, and to pursue enforcement remedies against 
such entities as is necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and to promote the 
public good. 
 
SECTION 3. DEFINITIONS 
 
For the purposes of this Local Law, the following terms shall mean: 



“Kratom” shall mean the plant Mitragyna speciosa, and parts thereof, as well as products 
containing mytragynine, and the products derived from Mitragyna speciosa leaves, and any 
synthetic derivations thereof. 
 
“Person” shall mean any individual, company, partnership, corporation, limited partnership, joint 
venture or other legal entity. 
 
“Product derived from Mitragyna speciosa leaves” shall mean any substance created directly 
from Kratom, or its naturally occurring alkaloids, through extraction, isolation, concentration, 
chemical conversion, synthesis, or modification, and any synthetic derivations thereof. 
 
 
“Retailer” shall mean any Person that sells, offers for sale, or maintains Kratom products. 
 
SECTION 4. SALE PROHIBITED 
 
It is prohibited to distribute or sell Kratom in Rensselaer County. This prohibition does not apply 
to the sale or distribution of FDA-approved Kratom and/or Kratom dispensed by a licensed 
pharmacist consistent with a prescription from a licensed physician. 
 
SECTION 5. INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT 
 
The Rensselaer County Public Health Department and all law enforcement agencies having 
jurisdiction in Rensselaer County are hereby authorized to enforce the provisions of this Local 
Law, including the ability to conduct regulatory inspections and compliance checks of any 
suspected Retailer within the County of Rensselaer and any vehicle used by such Retailer. 
Such compliance checks and regulatory inspections may occur during routine facility checks, 
pursuant to a complaint, or as part of a criminal investigation. 
 
If Kratom is found during a compliance check, inspection, or criminal investigation, it shall be 
immediately confiscated. One year after a finding of a violation of this Local Law, such 
confiscated Kratom shall be destroyed. 
 
SECTION 6. PENALTIES 
 
Any Person that violates the terms of this Local Law shall receive a notice of violation from the 
Rensselaer County Health Department setting forth the charge(s), the total amount of Kratom 
confiscated, maximum civil penalty, related surcharges and hearing date. 
 
Any Person that engages in the unlawful distribution or sale of Kratom shall be subject to a civil 
penalty of not more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) per item confiscated. 
 
Each subsequent violation of this Local Law shall be subject to a civil penalty of not more than 
one thousand dollars ($1,000.00) per item confiscated. 
 
Willful violation of this Local Law may result in criminal prosecution under New York State 
Public Health Law §12-b. 



 
 
SECTION 7. VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY 
 
Should any word, section, clause, paragraph, sentence, part, or provision of this Local Law be 
declared invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the 
validity of any other part hereof. 
 
SECTION 8. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
This Local Law shall take effect upon its filing with the New York State Secretary of State in 
accordance with Section 27 of the Municipal Home Rule Law. 
 
 
Local Law ADOPTED by the following vote:  
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
September 8, 2026 
 
 
Approved by the County Executive:  
 
Dated: ___________________, 2026   __________________________________ 
       Steven F. McLaughlin 

County Executive 









































































RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Sabo, Fleming, Nichols, Ashley, Galuski, Rutecki, Weaver, Zalewski 
 
Sent To: Local Government Committee Date  September 8, 2026 
      
 
Resolution No.  G/16 

    

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH TOWN HALL STREAMS FOR LIVE STREAMING 

SERVICES OF PUBLIC FORUMS AND MEETINGS OF THE LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATURE 
 

WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Legislature is committed to the highest 
standards of transparency, accountability, and open government; and 

 
WHEREAS, The residents of Rensselaer County have the right to be informed 

of the conduct of public business and to attend meetings where such business is 
discussed; and 

 
WHEREAS, Numerous County residents have expressed a desire to participate 

virtually in county legislative meetings and public forums due to accessibility and 
transportation issues related to in person attendance; and 

 
WHEREAS, There is no means for residents to attend and participate in 

Rensselaer County legislative meetings and public forums virtually; and 
 
WHEREAS, Town Hall Streams is a company that has developed a video broadcast 

solution for municipalities to stream meetings live via the internet; and 
 
WHEREAS, Many towns in Rensselaer County have entered into agreements with 

Town Hall Streams to livestream committee meetings and public forums, including the 
towns of North Greenbush, East Greenbush and Sand Lake and; 

 
WHEREAS, Town Hall Streams has agreed to provide the Rensselaer County 

Legislature with unlimited streaming services; and 
 
WHEREAS, The total amount of funding for the term of the agreement shall 

not exceed $ 300.00 per month and has been budgeted via the Department’s 
appropriation code H.1106 – the Legislative Chamber Fund, which allocates funds for 
repair and improvements of the Legislative Chambers; and  

 
WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Legislature would like to retain the services 

of Town Hall Streams to provide streaming services for county legislative meetings 
and public forums; now, therefore, be it  

    
RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Legislature does hereby agree to enter 

into an agreement with Town Hall Streams to provide streaming services for 
legislative meetings and public forums. 

 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes: 
Nays: 
Abstain: 
September 8, 2026 
 



LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:___X______ P Resolution:_________           
 

Title of Legislation: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT WITH TOWN HALL 
STREAMS FOR LIVE STREAMING SERVICES OF PUBLIC FORUM MEETINGS OF THE 

LEGISLATURE – LEGISLATURE 
 
 
Requested by:____Legislature – Minority Office___________________________ 
 
Sponsor(s):________________________________________________________________ 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any:$_300.00/per month__  
              $_3,600.00_ongoing expenses per year 

 
2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax 

levy, etc.):_____________________________________________________ 
 

a) For federal funding:  amount $____________ and length of time federal 
funding is available __________________.  Is it available for ongoing 
expenses? Yes ______  or  No _________  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $______________ and length of time state funding 

is available ____________________.   Is it available for ongoing expenses?  
Yes ______ or  No ________  

 
c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and 

projected interest cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $___Y___ and ongoing $______ 
 

e) Other (please explain) $____H.1106 Chamber Fund Savings_______  
 

3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes ________   No ____xx_______ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.): ongoing 
 

Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will 
produce or any expense that will be avoided:   

 
Department Head: 

 
_Mark Fleming____ 
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Rensselaer County, NY Town Hall Meetings Live and On Demand Streaming 

Proposal 

Scope: 

Town Hall Streams will provide the town of Rensselaer County, NY a system that will provide real time 

and on demand playback of any meetings that are broadcast on the local cable channel.  All equipment 

will be supplied and maintained by Town Hall Streams.  The equipment comes with full warranty for as 

long as the town continues the service with Town Hall Streams.  

Meetings will be streamed live and available for On Demand playback via www.townhallstreams.com, 

links may be posted from the town website.  On Demand playback is available for a period of 5 Years.  

We will allow for authorized persons to download one digital copy for any use.  Town Hall Streams will 

use the current internet connection at the location.  Wide angle camera and ceiling mic system supplied.  

Cost: 

Monthly:   $300.00  Unlimited live streaming  

    

Monthly Optional:  $50.00  Second live streaming PIP 

   $30.00 Zoom PIP 

$ 5/Hr (Voice to Text) Meeting Minute Transcript + Ai Meeting Minutes 

$25.00 Social Media Plugin  

 

Installation:  TBD 

 

Term:     Monthly Warranty:     Lifetime or length of contract 

 

Payment: 

By Check 

 

Company: 

Town Hall Streams – 8 Osprey Lane, York Maine 03909 

 

Name:________________________________ 

 

 

Signed:_______________________________   Date:___________________ 

http://www.townhallstreams.com/
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