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Resolution No. G/35

RESOLUTION PROVIDING FOR THE PROTECTION OF COUNTY HOME RULE, THE
RENSSELAER COUNTY CHARTER AND THE RIGHTS OF RENSSELAER COUNTY RESIDENTS IN
RELATION TO NEW YORK LEGISLATION A04282B/S03505

WHEREAS, This Resolution 1i1s filed with the Rensselaer County
Legislature by the Rensselaer County Executive; and

WHEREAS, New York State has enacted legislation (A0282B/S03505)
amending Town law, Village law, County law, and the Municipal Home Rule
law 1n relation to moving elections for certain Local Elected Officials to
even-numbered years; and

WHEREAS, The enacted State Legislation i1s violative of the expansive
Home Rule rights granted to all Counties through the New York State
Constitution; and

WHEREAS, Home Rule 1is embedded within New York State Constitution
Article IX and empowers Counties to adopt alternative forms of Local
Governments, a significant power that is intended to be free from State
intrusion into matters of local concern; and

WHEREAS, Article IX of the Constitution provides for a Bill of
Rights, affording Counties all of the autonomy, powers, and protections
required for the management of i1ts affairs and effective self-government;
and

WHEREAS, The enacted State Legislation conflicts with and violates
the Rensselaer County Charter, the form of Local Government adopted by
Rensselaer County Local Law #3 for the year 1972 and approved by the
voters of this County at a public referendum; and

WHEREAS, Section 1.01 of the Rensselaer County Charter states that
the purpose of the Rensselaer County Charter is, among other things, ‘“the
securing of all possible county home rule”; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.02 of the Rensselaer County Charter states:
“Members of the County Legislature shall be elected at the General
election 1In odd-numbered years for terms of four (4) years”; and

WHEREAS, Section 2.05 of the Rensselaer County Charter requires
members of the County Legislature to be elected in odd numbered years; and
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WHEREAS, Section 3.01 of the Rensselaer County Charter states that
the County Executive: “His term of office shall be four (4) years and he
shall run for office concurrently with the Legislature”; and

WHEREAS, Section 3.03.A of the Rensselaer County Charter i1mposes a
duty on the County Executive to “execute and enforce all laws”; and

WHEREAS, Section 155.1.(Ff) of the Alternative County Government Law
imposes a duty on the County Executive to “[s]ee that all laws of the
state and all county acts pertaining to the administration of county
government are enforced”; and

WHEREAS, It 1is necessary to commence civil litigation to protect
Rensselaer County’s Home Rule powers and preserve its duly adopted
Rensselaer County Charter; now, therefore, be it;

RESOLVED, That, within budgeted appropriations, and 1iIn accordance
with and pursuant to the Rensselaer County Charter, the Rensselaer County
Executive and Rensselaer County Attorney are authorized, and, in the case
of the Rensselaer County Attorney, the Rensselaer County Attorney is
hereby directed, to commence such actions, enter iInto agreements, take
such further actions, and execute such documents on behalf of the County
and/or the County Legislature as they deem appropriate to implement the
intent of this resolution.

Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote:
Ayes:

Nays:

Abstain:

March 12, 2024

Clerk of the Legislature Executive Action
Sent to County Executive Approved Date
Received from County Executive Disapproved

Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk
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