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RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Loveridge, Grant, Weaver, Stall, Gendron, Nichols 
 
Sent To: Contracts & Agreements Committee Date  April 9, 2024 
      
 
Resolution No. G/12  

    

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACT WITH KRISTEN LANDI, M.D. –  

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 

 WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed with the Rensselaer County Legislature 
by the Rensselaer County Executive; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Department of Health is seeking Legislative 

authorization to enter into an agreement with an accredited forensic toxicologist 
to perform autopsies and provide related services including, but not limited to, 
forensic autopsies with 24-hour service, accommodation of cases involving 
extensively decomposed bodies, provision of quantitative toxicology levels for 
determination of death, capacity to handle multiple victims from a mass disaster 
or simultaneous autopsies, and the availability of full-time on-call autopsy 
technicians; and 

 
 WHEREAS, Kristen Landi, M.D. has the ability to perform and has agreed to 
provide the noted services at Albany Medical Center for the Rensselaer County 
Department of Health on an as needed basis; and 

 
 WHEREAS, The start and end dates of the agreement, the source of funding of 
the same, the total amount to be expended over the life of the same, which shall 
not exceed budgetary appropriations, and the name and address of the contracting 
party is as follows:  
 
CONTRACT DESCRIPTION      APPROPRIATION  AMOUNT OF 
AND DATES    VENDOR   CODE   CONTRACT 
Autopsies and   Kristen Landi, M.D.  A.1185.04800 Not to exceed 
Related Services   520 1st Avenue     $21,600.00 
(4/15/24-12/31/24)  New York, NY 10016 
 
; now, therefore, be it 
 
 RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Executive, or his designee, is 
authorized to sign the above referenced agreement, subject to the approval as to 
form by the Rensselaer County Attorney. 
 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
April 9, 2024 
Clerk of the Legislature       Executive Action 
 
Sent to County Executive      Approved    Date   
 
Received from County Executive      Disapproved   
         Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk 
 
                
Clerk of the Legislature         County Executive 



AGREEMENT 

This Agreement (“Agreement”) takes effect as of April  15, 2024 (“Effective 
Date”) and is between the County of Rensselaer, of behalf of the Department of 
Health, (“County”), having an office at 99 Troy Road, East Greenbush, New York 
12061, and Kristen Landi, M.D. (“Contractor”), having an address of 520 1st 
Avenue, New York, New York 10016. County and Contractor are sometimes 
referred to in this Agreement individually as a “Party” and collectively as the 
“Parties.” 

WITNESSETH: 

WHEREAS, the County is required by County Law to inquire into the cause 
of all deaths that are sudden, unexplained, violent or otherwise directed by statute; 
and 

WHEREAS, Rensselaer County Charter Section 8.08 establishes within the 
Rensselaer County Department of Health the office of Medical Examiner; and  

WHEREAS, the County requires the services of a licensed physician to 
provide pathology services on a per diem basis; and  

WHEREAS, the Contractor is a physician duly licensed to practice medicine 
in the state of New York  is considered to be an expert in the field of pathology and 
forensic investigation, and is willing and able to perform the duties and render the 
services as more fully set forth in this Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the County seeks to have the Contractor provide medical and 
forensic services on a per diem basis in place of the Medical Examiner for the 
County; during scheduled Personal Time Off (PTO) and CME activities necessary 
for Contractor to maintain board-certified status.   

NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties agree as follows: 

1. SCOPE OF SERVICES 

1.1.  The Contractor, will be under the  direction of the Public Health 
Director, and shall provide all services required to serve as a per diem 
Medical Examiner for the County, including, without limitation, autopsy 
services, autopsies, external examinations, records reviews, histology, slide 
inspections, testimony at trial and medical consultation with the Director, 
Rensselaer County District Attorney, and any other public officials as 
required by law.  



1.1 Autopsy services shall be performed at Albany Medical Center 
Hospital. 

1.2 The Contractor shall provide completed written autopsy and 
pathology reports after each autopsy performed as soon as reasonably 
possible, but no later than the date of receipt of all applicable 
toxicology reports. By the delivery of completed work, the Contractor 
certifies that the work conforms to the requirements of this 
Agreement and all applicable federal, state and local laws. All 
research data, reports, and every other work product of any kind or 
character arising from or related to this Agreement is the sole 
property of the County. County may use such work product for any 
purpose whatsoever. 

1.3 Contractor, on a per diem basis, will act in place of the County Medical 
Examiner (ME).  Contractor will be scheduled during ME’s vacation 
leave, and for times when the ME is not available due to ME activities 
necessary  to maintain board-certified status.   

1.4 The Contractor represents that she is qualified by virtue of 
experience, training, education, and expertise to accomplish these 
services. Services shall be performed by the Contractor in accordance 
with professional practices in a manner consistent with a level of care, 
competence and skill exercised by highly qualified members of the 
medical profession. 

1.5 The Contractor shall possess and maintain all necessary licenses, 
permits, certificates and credentials required by law and appropriate 
governmental agencies, including any certification and credentials 
required by the County. Failure to maintain the licenses, permits, 
certificates and credentials shall be deemed a breach of this 
Agreement. 

1.6 The Contractor represents she is duly licensed to practice medicine in 
the State of New York and there are no proceeding pending, or 
threatened, to suspend or revoke such license. 

2.  TERM 

This Agreement shall begin on April 15, 2024 and shall end on December 
31, 2024, unless otherwise terminated or extended as set forth in this 
Agreement. 

3. COMPENSATION 



In consideration of the above services, the Contractor shall receive and the 
County agrees to pay the Contractor 

Service(s) Fee(s) 
Autopsy $1,800.00  
External $  700.00  

 

The total amount paid is not to exceed the sum of $21,600.00 during the 
term of this Agreement. Upon receipt of an invoice from the Contractor, the 
County has 30 days to remit payment. 
 

4. INDEMNIFICATION 
 
Contractor acknowledges and agrees that the services to be provided 
pursuant to the terms of this agreement are provided as an independent 
contractor and not as an agent or as employee of the County. Accordingly, 
Contractor agrees to indemnify and hold harmless the County, its agents, 
officers and employees, from and against any and all claims or causes of 
action, including reasonable attorneys' fees and expenses incurred by the 
County in connection with a defense of any such claims or causes of action, 
which may arise as a consequence of any act or omission on the part of the 
Contractor its agents or employees which occurs during the performance of 
the services to be provided hereunder. 
 

5. INSURANCE 

The Contractor warrants to the County that she is duly licensed to operate 
a motor vehicle in the State of New York. The Contractor shall furnish and 
maintain at her own expense a motor vehicle to the extent necessary to 
perform her duties under this Agreement. The Contractor shall procure and 
maintain a policy of motor vehicle liability insurance on each such vehicle 
used by her in the performance of her duties. County will provide coverage 
for Contractor under applicable County insurance policies.                                            

6. AMENDMENTS 

This Agreement may be modified or amended only in writing signed by both 
Parties. Any modification or amendment shall be attached to and become 
part of this Agreement. All notices concerning this Agreement shall be 
delivered in writing to the Parties. 

7. JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

In the event either Party to this Agreement shall initiate any proceeding or 
action against the other Party related to or arising out of this Agreement, 



each Party hereby agrees and consents that the Supreme Court of the State 
of New York shall exercise exclusive jurisdiction over such litigation and 
that the exclusive venue of the same shall be the County of Rensselaer, New 
York. 

8. EXECUTORY NATURE OF CONTRACT 

Contractor expressly acknowledges and agrees that this Agreement will be 
considered executory to the extent New York State or Federal funding is 
relied upon by the County for the payment of any goods, labor or services to 
be furnished by Contractor under the terms and provisions of this 
Agreement, and that in the event such funding shall not be forthcoming, this 
Agreement may be terminated by the County upon reasonable prior written 
notice to Contractor. 

9. TERMINATION 
 
Either Party may terminate this Agreement, provided that the Party 
terminating this Agreement gives thirty (30) days written notice of 
termination to the other Party, which shall be served upon the other Party 
by first class mail. 

10. COUNTY POLICIES AND NON-DISCRIMINATION 

The Contractor agrees that in carrying out its activities under the terms of 
the Agreement that she shall abide by all applicable County policies as well 
as the applicable provisions of the Human Rights Law of the State of New 
York, as set forth in Sections 290-301 of the Executive Law of the State of 
New York. 

11. FEDERAL, STATE AND LOCAL LAW AND REGULATIONS 
COMPLIANCE 

Contractor agrees to abide by and comply with all applicable federal, state 
and local laws, rules, regulations and orders.  

12. NON-RELIANCE 
 
Each of the Parties acknowledges and agrees that in entering into this 
Agreement it does not rely on any undertaking, promise, assurance, 
statement, representation, warranty or understanding (whether in writing 
or not) of any person (whether party to this Agreement or not) relating to 
the subject matter of this Agreement, other than as expressly set out in this 
Agreement. 
 



13. GOVERNING LAW 

This Agreement, and any dispute between the Parties arising out of or 
related to this Agreement, shall be governed by and construed in 
accordance with the laws of the State of New York, excluding its conflict of 
laws rules. 

14. SIGNATURES 

Each Party agrees that this Agreement and any other documents delivered 
in connection with this Agreement may be electronically signed and that any 
electronic signatures appearing on this Agreement or such other documents 
are the same as handwritten signatures for the purposes of validity, 
enforceability and admissibility. 

15. ENTIRE AGREEMENT 
This Agreement, and any documents referred to in it, constitute the whole 
Agreement between the Parties and supersede any previous arrangement, 
understanding or Agreement between them relating to the subject matter 
they cover. 

  
Each of the Parties acknowledges and agrees that in entering into this 
Agreement it does not rely on any undertaking, promise, assurance, 
statement, representation, warranty or understanding (whether in writing 
or not) of any person (whether party to this Agreement or not) relating to 
the subject matter of this Agreement, other than as expressly set out in 
this Agreement. 

  
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, this Agreement has been executed by the duly 
authorized officers of the respective Parties on the date stated above. 
 



LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:___X_____ P Resolution:_________           
 

Title of Legislation: RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EMPLOYEE AGREEMENT CONTRACT 
WITH KRISTEN LANDI M.D. 

 
Requested by: Department of Health 
 
Sponsor(s):________________________________________________________________ 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any:$21,600 current year 
            

 
2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax levy, etc.): Federal 

Funding thru State 
 

a) For federal funding:  amount _______ and length of time federal funding _______.  Is it 
available for ongoing expenses? Yes ______  or  No ____ ___  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $______________ and length of time state funding is available 

____________________.   Is it available for ongoing expenses?  Yes ______ or  No ________  
 

c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and projected interest 
cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $21,600 and ongoing $0 
 

e) Other (please explain) $____________  
 

3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes __X_________   No __________ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.): One Time Only 
 
5) Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will produce or any 

expense that will be avoided: The County is required by County Law  to inquire into the cause of all 
deaths and requires the services of a licensed physician to provide pathology services.  The revenue 
funding of the Medical Examiner has been cut by the State but this department must continue the 
program.   

 
Department Head 

 
MaryFran Wachunas 

 



RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Stall, Gendron, Nichols 
 
Sent To: Health Committee Date  April 9, 2024 
      
 
Resolution No. G/33  

    

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2024 RENSSELAER COUNTY ADOPTED BUDGET – 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 
 WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed with the Rensselaer County 
Legislature by the Rensselaer County Executive; and 
 
 WHEREAS, A portion of grant funding within the Department of Health 
was not used in 2023, and, as such, the Department seeks Legislative 
approval to roll the unexpended grant funding into the 2024 Rensselaer 
County Adopted Budget; and  
 
 WHEREAS, These programs are fully funded by State or Federal monies 
and will produce no fiscal impact on Rensselaer County; now, therefore, be 
it 
 
 RESOLVED, That any positions, programs, expenditures, and/or 
agreements or contracts authorized or established pursuant to this 
resolution shall terminate and cease upon discontinuance of said funding; 
and, be it further  
 
 RESOLVED, That the 2024 Rensselaer County Adopted Budget shall be and 
is hereby amended as follows: 
 

GENERAL FUND REVENUE 

    
CODE    PRESENT CHANGE REVISED 
A.4017 Department of Health - Nursing   
A.4017.34016 $ 76,423.00  $168,605.00  $245,028.00  
.COVID19VAX.2021.34016 
COVID19 Vaccine Response   
    
A.4017.34026  224,898.00  27,046.00  251,944.00  
Public Health - Bioterrorism Response   
    
A.4090 Department of Health - Environmental Health  
A.4090.34014 ATUPA Grant   18,717.00  16,206.00  34,923.00  

    
 



Resolution No. G/33   
 
          Page No.          2 of 4   
 
A.4090.34023  
.DWE.2020.34023  
Drinking Water 
Enhancement Program   136,556.00  11,115.00  147,671.00  
    

GENERAL FUND REVENUE (continued) 
CODE    PRESENT CHANGE REVISED 
A.4090.34029 439,500.00  57,120.00  496,620.00  
Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program  
    
A.4090.44891 38,920.00  37,533.00  76,453.00  
.HUDHHG.2022.44891 
HUD Healthy Homes Grant   
    
A.4090.44891 545,509.00  308,793.00  854,302.00  
.HUDLEAD.2022.44891 
HUD Lead Based Paint Hazard Reduction Grant   
 TOTAL REVENUE: $626,418.00   
    

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS 
CODE PRESENT CHANGE REVISED 
A.4017 Department of Health - Nursing   
A.4017.04500      $ 14,448.00  $168,605.00  $183,053.00  
.COVID19VAX.2021.04500 
Spec. Dept. Supplies   
    
A.4017.04503        12,639.00  27,046.00  39,685.00  
Spec. Dept. Supplies (Alt #3)    
    
A.4090 Department of Health - Environmental Health  
A.4090.04715 12,100.00  16,206.00  28,306.00  
ATUPA Grant    
    
A.4090.08008 0.00  11,115.00  11,115.00  
.DWE.2020.08008    
Employee Benefits    
    
A.4090.04501 27,590.00  25,162.00  52,752.00  
Spec. Dept. Supplies (Alt #1)   
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A.4090.08001 147,550.00  3,472.00  151,022.00  
State Retirement    
    
A.4090.08002 1,363.00  90.00  1,453.00  
Vision 
    
A.4090.08003 82,095.00  2,887.00  84,982.00  
Social Security 
    
 

GENERAL FUND APPROPRIATIONS (continued) 
CODE PRESENT CHANGE REVISED 
A.4090.08006 295,718.00  25,301.00  321,019.00  
Medical Insurance 
    
A.4090.08007 4,000.00  208.00  4,208.00  
Dental    
 
A.4090.04500 9,188.00  7,839.00  17,027.00  
.HUDHHG.2022.04500   
Spec. Dept. Supplies   
    
A.4090.04800 29,694.00  29,694.00  59,388.00  
.HUDHHG.2022.04800   
Contractual Agency    
    
A.4090.04010 3,215.00  3,000.00  6,215.00  
.HUDLEAD.2022.04010   
Travel    
    
A.4090.04500 7,875.00  8,132.00  16,007.00  
.HUDLEAD.2022.04500   
Spec. Dept. Supplies   
    
A.4090.04700 28,125.00  21,325.00  49,450.00  
.HUDLEAD.2022.04700   
Program Expenditures    
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A.4090.04800 434,743.00  276,336.00  711,079.00  
.HUDLEAD.2022.04800   
Contractual Agency    

TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS: $626,418.00   
 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
April 9, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk of the Legislature       Executive Action 
 
Sent to County Executive      Approved    Date   
 
Received from County Executive      Disapproved   
         Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk 
 
                
Clerk of the Legislature         County Executive 



LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:_____X___ P Resolution:_________           
 

Title of Legislation:__ RESOLUTION AMENDING THE 2024 RENSSELAER COUNTY BUDGET  
  HEALTH DEPARTMENT  

Requested by:______________________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor(s):________________________________________________________________ 
 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any: $626,418.00 current year (2024) 
              

 
2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax levy, 

etc.):_____________________________________________________ 
 

a) For federal funding:  amount $346,326.00 and length of time federal funding is available 
2024_______________.  Is it available for ongoing expenses? Yes _x_____  or  No _________  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $280,092.00 and length of time state funding is available 2024, 

________.   Is it available for ongoing expenses?  Yes ______ or  No ________  
This funding is through multiple state grants. 

c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and projected interest 
cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $0 and ongoing $0 
e) Other (please explain_0 ___________________ 

 
3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes ___________   No __X________ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.): one time only 
 
5) Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will produce or any 

expense that will be avoided: 
Adding leftover grant funds to 2024 adopted budget for the COVID19VAX, Phep, ATUPA, DWE, 
CLPPP HUDHHG, AND HUDLEAD of 2023 to be utilized in 2024 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Department Head 

Maryfran Wachunas 
________________________________ 
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