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RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Loveridge, Grant, Weaver, Stall, Gendron, Nichols 
 
Sent To: Contracts & Agreements Committee Date  August 8, 2023 
      
 
Resolution No. G/11 

    

 
RESOLUTION AMENDING AN AGREEMENT FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF CHILDREN 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS FOR SCHOOL YEAR 2023-2024 & SUMMER 2024 
— DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 

 
WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed with the Rensselaer County 

Legislature by the Rensselaer County Executive; and 
 
WHEREAS, Education Law Section 4410 and the related State Early 

Intervention Regulations require counties to provide transportation to 
authorized programs for children ages birth to five (5) years old who have 
been found to have developmental delays and disabilities; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County Department of Health’s Division of 

Children with Special Needs (“Department”) continues to contract with a 
transportation consultant, VMC Group, Inc., which assists the Department 
in bidding out the transportation for Children with Special Needs by 
program clusters; and 

 
WHEREAS, Rensselaer County obtained bids for these transportation 

program clusters based on program maximum capability and number of trips 
per day bussing is needed; and 

 
WHEREAS, The Rensselaer County had solicited for bid number RFB-21-

20 for transportation program clusters for the Division of Children with 
Special Needs for the period of September 1, 2021 through August 31, 2022; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, The County of Rensselaer, on behalf of its Department of 

Health (RCDOH), entered into an agreement with Star & Strand 
Transportation, Inc. to provide transportation services to three of these 
program clusters (Clusters 3,4, and 6), as authorized by resolution 
G/276/21, and provided this service throughout the 2021-2022 (7/1/21-
6/30/22) and 2022-2023 (7/1/22-6/30/23) School Years, based on the options 
for renewal established in resolution G/276/21; and 

 
WHEREAS, Star & Strand Transportation, Inc. is unable to renew the 

agreement with Rensselaer County for the upcoming School Year 2023-2024 
and Summer 2024 to transport to these program clusters; and 
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WHEREAS, The Division of Children with Special Needs contacted the 

only remaining original bidder for these program clusters of their 
interest and ability to assume these program clusters, effective September 
1, 2023; and 

 
WHEREAS, Rejha Group, LLC has the ability to assume these program 

clusters, effective September 1, 2023 and going forward, if the County 
decides to continue to offer the renewal options, as set forth in 
resolution G/276/21; now, therefore, be it 

 
RESOLVED, That Rejha Group, LLC will now be providing transportation 

services for seven (7) of the transportation clusters with an estimated 
contract amount of $3,722,692.80; and be it further  

 
RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Executive, or his designee, is  

authorized to sign the above-referenced amended agreement, subject to the 
approval as to form by the Rensselaer County Attorney. 
 
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
August 8, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk of the Legislature       Executive Action 
 
Sent to County Executive      Approved    Date   
 
Received from County Executive      Disapproved   
         Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk 
 
                
Clerk of the Legislature         County Executive 



NED PATTISON RENSSELAER COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
1600 7th AVENUE, TROY, NEW YORK 12180   

PHONE:  (518) 270-2920        FAX:  (518) 270-2969 

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:____X____ P Resolution:_________           

Amending an Agreement for the Transportation of Children  
Title of Legislation: with Special Needs for School Year 2023-2024 & Summer 2024 
 
Requested by Department of Health_________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor(s):________________________________________________________________ 

FISCAL IMPACT 
 

1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any:$__3,722,692.80______ current year 
         $______________ ongoing expenses per year 

 
2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax 

levy, etc.):_State Funding / Tax Levy_________________________________________ 
 

a) For federal funding:  amount $____________ and length of time federal 
funding is available __________________.  Is it available for ongoing 
expenses? Yes ______  or  No _________  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $_ 2,215,002.22______ and length of time state 

funding is available __3 Years_______________.   Is it available for ongoing 
expenses?  Yes __X___ or  No ________  

 
c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and 

projected interest cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $_  1,507,690.58___ and ongoing 
$__________ 

 
e) Other (please explain) $____________  

 
3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes ____X______   No __________ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.):     Ongoing (9/23-8/24)____ 
 
5) Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will 

produce or any expense that will be avoided:    Mandated Program to provide services 
for Children with Special Needs under Article 89 and Part 200 of State Education 
Law___________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

Department Head 
 

Maryfran Wachunas 





























RENSSELAER COUNTY LEGISLATURE 
 

Introduced by Legislator(s) Loveridge, Grant, Weaver, Stall, Gendron, Nichols 
 
Sent To: Contracts & Agreements Committee Date  August 8, 2023 
      
 
Resolution No. G/12 

    

 
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN AGREEMENT FOR A TRANSPORTATION CONSULTANT FOR 

THE CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS PROGRAM – DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
 
WHEREAS, This Resolution is filed with the Rensselaer County 

Legislature by the Rensselaer County Executive; and 
 
WHEREAS, The County of Rensselaer is responsible for administering 

transportation for children with special needs who reside in the County 
and ensuring their proper care during transportation; and 

 
WHEREAS, It has been demonstrated in other counties throughout New 

York State, as well as Rensselaer County’s experience since 2015, that 
professional transportation consultants utilizing electronic route 
optimization and scheduling software results in lower overall program 
expense and provides more consistent scheduling of children, which 
furthers their safe transportation to the various programs; and 

 
WHEREAS, Proposals for such services were solicited from 

transportation consultant firms (RFP-23-306) in accordance with County 
Purchasing Procedures and Guidelines; and 

 
WHEREAS, VMC Consultants, Inc., 9701 Niagara Falls Blvd., Suite 1A, 

Niagara Falls, NY 14304, was selected as the transportation consultant 
firm that would best provide this service to Rensselaer County and its 
Children with Special Needs program; and 

 
WHEREAS, Following a thorough evaluation of their proposal, it was 

determined that VMC Consultants, Inc. (VMC) offered a solid combination of 
qualification, experience, and fee structure which would promote both 
programmatic cost savings and safe, efficient transportation of children; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, VMC has proven through years of working with other New York 

State counties, as well as Rensselaer County, that its consulting services 
have saved counties money; and 
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WHEREAS, Funding for these services has been included within the 2023 

Adopted Rensselaer County Budget in account A.2960.04900 and will be 
requested in subsequent budgets as long as such services are anticipated 
to be required; and 

 
WHEREAS, The consulting services of VMC are reimbursable at the rate 

of 59.5% from the New York State Education Department, the same rate as 
other preschool services provided by the County; now, therefore, be it  

 
RESOLVED, That the contract periods and payments for the above-

described agreement are as follows: 
 

• First contract year: September 1, 2023 to August 31, 2024 at a fee of 
$166,500.00, with the option of 4 additional one-year renewals 
 

• Subsequent contract years: With respect to each contract year 
subsequent to the first contract year, the payment would be an amount 
equal to the fee paid in the immediately preceding year, increased by 
the lesser of three percent (3%) or the annual percent increase in 
the CPI for the immediately preceding year; and, be it further 
   
RESOLVED, That the Rensselaer County Executive, or his designee, is 

authorized to sign the above-referenced agreement subject to the approval 
as to form by the Rensselaer County Attorney.  
  
Resolution ADOPTED by the following vote: 
Ayes:  
Nays:  
Abstain:  
August 8, 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk of the Legislature       Executive Action 
 
Sent to County Executive      Approved    Date   
 
Received from County Executive      Disapproved   
         Veto Message Attached and Returned to Clerk 
 
                
Clerk of the Legislature         County Executive 

























































NED PATTISON RENSSELAER COUNTY GOVERNMENT CENTER 
1600 7th AVENUE, TROY, NEW YORK 12180   

PHONE:  (518) 270-2920        FAX:  (518) 270-2969 

LEGISLATIVE FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
 
Type of Legislation: Local Law:________ G Resolution:____X____ P Resolution:_________           

Authorization of County Executive to Execute a Contract for Transportation  
Title of Legislation: Consultant, VMC Group, Inc., for Children with Special Needs Division__ 
 
Requested by Department of Health________________________________________________ 
 
Sponsor(s):____________________________________________________________________ 

 
FISCAL IMPACT 

 
1) Projected cost of proposed legislation, if any:$__55,500.00 ___ current year 

            $__111,000.00 (2024)___ ongoing expenses per 
year 

2) Method of financing – note all that apply (federal funding, state funding, bonding, tax 
levy, etc.):_State Funding / Tax Levy_________________________________________ 

 
a) For federal funding:  amount $____________ and length of time federal 

funding is available __________________.  Is it available for ongoing 
expenses? Yes ______  or  No _________  

 
b) For state funding:  amount $_ 99,067.50______ and length of time state 

funding is available __3 Years_______________.   Is it available for ongoing 
expenses?  Yes __X___ or  No ________  

 
c) If bonded, state amount of total indebtedness this legislation will create and 

projected interest cost over the course of borrowing: 
Principal $_______________ 
Total projected interest costs $________________ 
 

d) Tax levy impact for current year $_  67,432.50___ and ongoing $__________ 
 

e) Other (please explain) $____________  
 

3) Is this expense or program mandated?  Yes ____X______   No __________ 
 
4) Length of expense or project (one time only, ongoing, etc.):   Ongoing  (9/23-8/24)____ 
 
5) Justification for the appropriation/expenditure requested.  Include any revenue this will 

produce or any expense that will be avoided:    Mandated Program to provide services 
for Children with Special Needs under Article 89 and Part 200 of State Education Law_ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Department Head 

 
Maryfran Wachunas 





 

                                       RENSSELAER COUNTY 

            BUREAU OF CENTRAL SERVICES 

 
STEVEN F. McLAUGHLIN        JAMES R. GORDON 

   COUNTY EXECUTIVE                DIRECTOR 
 

 

 

 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 

 

From Transportation Consultants 

By the 

RENSSELAER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

Division for Children with Special Needs 

 

RENSSELAER COUNTY REQUESTS PROPOSALS FROM TRANSPORTATION 

CONSULTANT FIRMS WITH EXPERIENCE IN THE FOLLOWING AREAS: 

 

• DEVELOPMENT OF COST-EFFECTIVE ROUTES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION 

OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

• DEVELOPMENT OF BID SPECIFICATIONS, EVALUATION OF BIDS AND 

RECOMMENDATION OF AWARD(S) FOR THE TRANSPORTATION OF CHILDREN 

WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

• UTILIZATION OF COMPUTERIZED ROUTE ROUTING SOFTWARE AND 

TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM ADMINISTRATION 

• ADHERENCE TO NEW YORK STATE GUIDELINES FOR THE TRANSPORTATION 

OF CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL NEEDS 

 

PROPOSALS WILL BE RECEIVED AT THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR, BUREAU 

OF CENTRAL SERVICES, RENSSELAER COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING, 99 TROY 

ROAD, 4TH FLOOR, SUITE 403, EAST GREENBUSH, NEW YORK 12061 UNTIL 

2:00 P.M., THURSDAY, JUNE 22, 2023. 

 

 

       JAMES GORDON, DIRECTOR 

       BUREAU OF CENTRAL SERVICES 

       COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING 

       EAST GREENBUSH, NEW YORK 12061 
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- INTRODUCTION - 
 

• The County of Rensselaer is seeking proposals for 

Transportation Consultant and Vehicle Routing Services as 

requested by the Division for Children with Special Needs / 

Department of Health.  

 
• Rensselaer County is geographically located in upstate New 

York near the Vermont/Massachusetts border and covers an area 

of about 655 square miles. The road system, excepting two 

cities and six villages, traverses many rural areas, yet is 

adjoined to many high-speed roadways near the Capital (Albany) 

of New York State.  

 

• Rensselaer County provides for the transportation of 

approximately 300 children, aged two to five, with 

developmental disabilities, from various pickup locations to 

various early intervention/preschool special education 

programs at approximately 35 different programs in the greater 

Capital District of New York State.   

 

• The County is seeking the services of an experienced and 

qualified consultant to review and redesign or rewrite the 

County’s current transportation bid specifications, as 

necessary, and to provide and implement a transportation 

management software package to efficiently route and re-route 

vehicles used in these transportation programs. 

 

• Presently, the County is utilizing the services of a 

transportation consultant for the above stated purpose. The 

consultant is expected to evaluate existing bid specifications 

and, in combination with computerized routing software, 

develop cost effective specifications/routes for a single bid 

process. Awards developed from the bid may span a multi-year 

contract period upon mutual consent by the selected vendor and 

Rensselaer County. 
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- SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS - 
 

One (1) original and two (2) copies of all proposal documents, 

signed by an officer of the firm and accompanied by a completed 

“Certification of Compliance with Local Law #2” form, shall be 

sealed in an envelope clearly marked: 

 

“RFP-23-30 – Transportation Consultant Services" 

 

The proposal shall be submitted NO LATER THAN 2 P.M., THURSDAY, 

JUNE 22, 2023 to: 

 

  Rensselaer County Bureau of Central Services 

  James Gordon, Director 

  Rensselaer County Government Office Building 

  99 Troy Road, 4th Floor, Suite 403 

  East Greenbush, NY 12061 

 

Proposals received at the Bureau of Central Services Department 

after the submission deadline shall be returned unopened and 

will not be considered.  The County is not responsible for 

delivery delays and the time/date clock at the County Central 

Services Department shall indicate the official time of receipt. 

 

 

- TERM OF CONTRACT - 
 

The contract shall be for an initial twelve-month period, 

effective September 1, 2023.  At the end of the initial term, 

the contract may be renewed for up to four (4) additional 

twelve-month periods, at previously agreed upon rates, providing 

that the selected vendor and Rensselaer County are both mutually 

agreeable to renew and service has been satisfactory. 

 

Consultants may present their form of agreement; however, all 

contract terms must meet with the approval of the County 

Attorney and substantially meet all requirements of this RFP 

document.  

 

Any contract is subject to the approval of the Legislature and 

County Executive.  
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- QUALIFICATION OF FIRM - 
 

Consulting firms should have verifiable experience providing 

transportation consultant services and route management for 

municipalities in New York State for children with special needs 

in age groups from two to five years. The firm/consultant shall 

provide verification that they are familiar with Section 4410 of 

the New York State Education Law and Article 25 of the Public 

Health Law that governs Early Intervention, as well as the 

Commissioner of Education’s regulations governing transportation 

of children with special needs.   

 
It is expected that consultants will be able to clearly 

demonstrate that they have successful experience as a 

transportation consultant working with other New York State 

municipalities. More consideration will be given to those 

firms/consultants that can provide documentation of experience 

developing bid specifications for the transportation of children 

with special needs and, in particular, the age group between two 

and five years. 

 

Since the County’s objective is to contract for ongoing services 

beyond development of bid specifications and recommendation of 

award, a proven history of transportation route management is 

required.  

 

Consultants should be prepared to demonstrate and/or verify 

through positive references an accomplished skill level with the 

transportation routing software utilized by their firm. 

 

 

- ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION & GUIDELINES - 
 

• Transportation of children with special needs is to be 

provided in a manner consistent with Section 4410 of the 

New York State Education Law and Article 25 of the Public 

Health Law (EI regulations), as well as the Commissioner of 

Education’s regulations governing the same.  Accordingly, 

the services to be provided under this agreement must 

conform to the statutory and regulatory requirements 

pertaining to this program.  The firm/consultant should 

affirmatively indicate within their proposal that they are 

fully familiar with the transportation requirements set 

forth therein. 
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- ADDITIONAL PROGRAM INFORMATION & GUIDELINES (cont’d)  
 

• Firms/consultants are advised that the transportation of 

any child to a particular program is based upon an order 

from the Committee on Pre-School Special Education (CPSE), 

or an order of the Individual Family Service Plan (IFSP). 

  

• Transportation per child must be limited to ninety (90) 

minutes each way. Consequently, firms/consultants are 

expected to utilize computerized route optimization 

software to develop the most cost-effective routes meeting 

that objective. 

  

• Attachment “A” is incorporated with this RFP and provides a 

listing of anticipated programs for the 2023-2024 school 

year and the approximate number of children who are 

attending.  Firms/consultants should be aware that, at any 

time during the school year, program(s) or children may be 

added and removed. Further, programs may last for all or 

only part of the school year, which runs from July 1 to 

June 30. 

 
 

- PLAN IMPLEMENTATION – 
 

The firm/consultant’s proposal shall describe its approach to 

implementing services described herein. The implementation plan 

shall offer a clear picture of the various steps necessary to 

enable the firm/consultant to acquire and administer 

responsibilities presently handled by the County.  

  

It is expected that the consultant’s description of the proposed 

transition will list the various economies and efficiencies to 

be obtained through an effective use of electronic route 

optimization and administrative software programs. 
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- REQUIRED SERVICES/PROPOSAL REQUIREMENTS - 

  

The selected firm/consultant shall be prepared to provide all of 

the following services, including the utilization of electronic 

route optimization and administrative programming where 

requested. An example of previous bid specifications completed 

by your firm should be submitted with your proposal.  

 

The firm/consultant’s proposal shall address its ability to 

provide the services listed below and clearly indicate fees for 

each service:  

  

• ROUTING AND CONSULTING SERVICES 

 
1.Bid Specifications (Per Occurrence): 

a. Preliminary computerized routing analysis for Bid      
Specifications        

b. Prepare General Bid Specifications without Routes 
c. Solicitation/Recruitment of Transporters prior to Bid                                   
d. Administer Question and Answer Period prior to Bid                                          
e. Lowest Bidder Evaluation and Determination      
f. Transportation Cost Projection after Bid Awards                                          

2.Prepare initial routes based on general bid specifications  

  and transportation requirements. 

3.Provide mid-year routing service to review and restructure   

   routes in order to attain the most efficient routing pattern.  

4.Provide continuous routing service  

5.Student Data Maintenance (Computer Screen) 

6.Attendance tracking (Basic) - review monthly attendance 

  records to ensure compliance with State Reporting Requirements 

7.Attendance Tracking (Enhanced)-  

   a.Track “patterns” of Consecutive “Absences/No shows” and    

     report to the County on these “patterns” for further 

     investigation. 

   b.In conjunction with tracking “patterns” of “No 

Shows/Absences”, ensure charges are not incurred when 

students are absent with required notification given and 

identify unauthorized passenger’s routes.    

8.Invoice reconciliation (Basic) – review monthly services to 

ensure current numbers of vehicles are being billed and 

contractual provisions are being met. 
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ROUTING AND CONSULTING SERVICES (cont.) 

 

9.  Invoice reconciliation (Enhanced)- Determine “Vehicle Days 

of Service” each month based on cross-checking against 

Program Calendars and weather/other program cancellation 

     information throughout the year. 

10.  Additional transportation consulting services may  

     be requested by the County on an as-needed basis.  

11.  The firm/consultant is encouraged to recommend   

other services that would complement the services  

     listed above. The fees for additional services  

     must be included with your response. 

 

 

• SOFTWARE PERFORMANCE REQUIREMENTS 

 

1. The selected consultant will provide and customize, 

as necessary, vehicle routing software to 

efficiently route vehicles for the County’s Early 

Intervention and Preschool Special Education 

transportation programs. 

 

2. Software must be capable of: 

•   automatically identifying hazardous roads; 

•   automatically ensuring right side pickup (i.e., 
that a child would not cross the street to 

board a transportation vehicle); 

•   automatic routing with accurate mileage 

determinations, accounting for a child 

attending programs at different schools with 

different session days and times, including 

different pick-up and drop-off times; 

•   automatically determining minimum number of 

vehicles, vehicle paths, vehicle stop times and 

driver directions; 

•   recognizing all stops, accounting for passenger 
pickup, and adjusting load time; 

•   dividing the region into geographic areas and 
balance the numbers of passengers within the 

zones. 

 

3. The firm/consultant shall be responsible for 

upgrading and supporting all software and hardware 

utilized during the term of the contract.  
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- FEE STRUCTURE – 

 

The firm/consultant’s information regarding fee structure should 

be straightforward and not vague. At a minimum, the services 

listed below shall be addressed on an item-by-item basis. Where 

combination pricing or fees for additional services are offered, 

those fee/rates shall be presented in a clear, organized format 

to facilitate evaluation. 

 

1.Bid Specifications (Per Occurrence): 

 

a. Preliminary computerized routing analysis for  
Bid Specifications        $___________ 

 

   b.Prepare General Bid Specifications without 

     Routes            $___________ 

 

   c.Solicitation/Recruitment of Transporters 

     prior to Bid                                   $___________ 

 

   d.Administer Question and Answer Period prior 

     to Bid Submission                              $___________ 

 

   e.Lowest Bidder Evaluation and Determination     $___________ 

 

   f.Transportation Cost Projection after Bid 

     Awards                                         $___________ 

 

2. Prepare initial routes based on general bid specifications  

     and transportation requirements. . . . . . . . $___________ 

 

3. Provide mid-year routing service to review and restructure   

routes in order to attain the most efficient routing 

pattern . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . $___________ 

 

4. Provide continuous routing service . . . . . . $___________ 

 

5.   Student Data Maintenance(Computer Screen): 

 

     a.Maintain Current Student Records  

 

b.Provide Reports to County as needed. . . . . $___________ 
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- FEE STRUCTURE – (CONT.) 

 

6. Attendance tracking (Basic) - review monthly attendance 

records to ensure compliance with State reporting 

requirements.        $____________ 

 

7.  Attendance Tracking (Enhanced)-  

 

Track “patterns” of consecutive “Absences/No shows” and    

     report to the County on these “patterns” for further 

     investigation. 

 

In conjunction with tracking these “patterns”, ensure 

charges are not incurred when students are absent with 

required notification given and identify unauthorized 

passenger’s routes.          $____________ 

    

8. Invoice reconciliation (Basic) – review monthly services to  

ensure current numbers of vehicles are being billed and 

contractual provisions are being met . . . . . $___________ 

 

9.  Invoice reconciliation (Enhanced)- Determine “Vehicle Days 

of Service” each month based on cross-checking against 

Program Calendars and weather/other program cancellation 

     information throughout the year     $___________  

 

10. Additional transportation consulting services. Please 

describe the services offered and provide rates/fees as an 

attachment to your proposal. 

 

- NOTE – 
 

Firms/consultants may present their fees and rate structures 

in a format other than the one provided above; however, all 

pricing should be straightforward and specific as to rates for 

the services offered.  
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- REFERENCES - 
 

Reference information is considered an integral component of the 

RFP evaluation and selection process. 

 

At least two (2) municipal references must be provided. Each 

reference shall list the municipality and name, title, address, 

phone and fax number of the primary contact person.  

 

Responsible firms will verify that reference information is 

current. Incomplete or inaccurate reference information will 

negatively impact evaluation of the firm’s proposal. 

 

 

- EVALUATION & SELECTION - 
 

Following submission, a study period will be observed during which 

time reference checks and interviews may be conducted and 

additional information requested. 

 

Selection will be based upon, but not limited to, the most 

favorable combination of professional qualification, experience, 

program approach, reference responses and fee structure.  

 

Any contract is subject to the approval of the Legislature and 

County Executive. All participating firms will be formally advised 

of the results of this RFP process. 

 

Rensselaer County reserves the right to continue the selection 

process, request additional information or not contract for 

services should it appear to be in the best interest of the 

County. 

 

- QUESTIONS - 
 

Questions regarding the transportation program requirements may be 

directed to Ann Hansen, Director of Children with Special Needs, 

at (518)270-2665. 
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- CANCELLATION – 

 

The County of Rensselaer in its sole discretion retains the right to 

cancel this contract with reason provided that the contractor is given at 

least thirty (30) days notice of its intent to cancel. 

 

Additionally, Rensselaer County reserves the right to reject any proposal 

which, through proposer error or omission is found to be mathematically 

incorrect, conditional, otherwise incomplete, or not in compliance with 

Rensselaer County proposal specifications.  This right to reject proposals 

which are incomplete, inaccurate, or not in compliance with specifications 

shall be exercised in the best interests of Rensselaer County. 
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DUE TO THE DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH UPON AWARD 

 

County of Rensselaer 
Insurance Requirements 

 
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTORS REQUIRED COVERAGE: 
 
The amounts of insurance coverage to be provided shall not be less than the limits shown herein.  Duplicate 
copies of Insurance Certificates shall be furnished along with insurance company statements that contractor 
has paid insurance premiums.  All insurance carriers must have a best rating of an A or better. 
 
A. Workmen's Compensation    
 Section A - Employee Benefits  Statutory 
 Section B - Employers Liability  Statutory 
 
B. New York State Disability Benefits  Statutory 
 
C. Commercial General Liability including products/completed operations: 
 
  $1,000,000 General Aggregate 
  $1,000,000 Products-Completed Operations Aggregate 
  $1,000,000 Personal Injury and Advertising Liability 
  $1,000,000 Each Occurrence  
  $   500,000 Fire Damage (any one fire) 
  $     10,000 Medical Expense (any one person) 
 
The Commercial Comprehensive General Liability policy shall include coverage for acts of all Contractors, sub-
contractors and sub-contractors for all liability assumed under this contract and where applicable, coverage for 
use of explosives, collapse of buildings and damage to underground properties (X, C & U Coverage), and 
coverage required by any Law or Municipal Ordinance or Regulations. 
 
D. Comprehensive Automobile Liability, including contractual hired car and non-owned vehicle 
coverage: 
   $1,000,000 Combined Single Limit - Bodily Injury and Property Damage 
 
E. Owner's and Contractors Protective Policy: 
 
 The Contractor shall take out and maintain during the life of this Contract such contingent property 

damage and public liability insurance policies, in described amounts as will protect the County of 
Rensselaer, its officers and agents as follows: 

 
 I ) Certificate Holder: County of Rensselaer 
     Attn:  Rensselaer County Attorney 
     99 Troy Road, 4th Floor 
     East Greenbush, New York 12061 
 
 II ) Limit of Liability 
  $1,000,000  Each Occurrence / General Aggregate  
 
 The original Owner's Protective Policy shall be furnished to the County of Rensselaer. 
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County of Rensselaer 
Insurance Requirements 

 
 
F. Umbrella Liability 
 
Limit of Liability (minimum limits) 
$2,000,000 each occurrence / $2,000,000 aggregate * (where applicable) excess of Commercial General 
Liability, Commercial  Automobile and Workers Compensation  Employers’ Liability coverages. 
 
 
G. Other Requirements 
 
 The Insurance Certificate shall contain the following: 
 
 A) A description of the work and contract authorization number. 
 
 B) Reference to any special endorsements restricting standard policy coverage. 
 
 C) A statement that the insurance company will provide 60 days written notice to the 

County of Rensselaer prior to any modifications or cancellations of any such 
policy by registered mail or return receipt. 

 
D) County of Rensselaer and/or any of their employees, officers or agents are named as additional 

insured with respects to the referenced contract.  
 
All required insurance must be in effect and continued so during the life of the Contract, at the Contractor’s 
expense, and is subject to the approval of Counsel as to adequacy, form and correctness. No approval to 
begin work shall be given to the Contractor until submission and approval of proper insurance certificates and 
original Owner’s and Contractors Protective Policy. 
 
For additional questions regarding insurance requirements please contact the Rensselaer County 
Attorney’s Office at (518) 270-2950. 
 
*With regard to Aggregate 
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LOCAL LAW #2, 1992 

CERTIFICATION of COMPLIANCE 
 

 Local Law No. 2 for the Year 1992, adopted by the County of Rensselaer and effective as of September 1, 1992, 
provided for certain changes to the County's Code of Ethics, adopted originally in 1989.  One of the changes provided for by 
the 1992 legislation affects those persons and entities who wish to do business with the County of Rensselaer and Hudson 
Valley Community College.  In substance, the Code of Ethics, as amended, provides as follows: 
 
 "No elected public official or family member hereof, nor any partnership [or] unincorporated association in 
which he or she is a member or employee or in which he or she has a proprietary interest, nor any business or 
professional corporation of which he or she is an officer, director or legally or beneficially owns or controls more 
than five percent of the outstanding stock, shall have business dealings with Rensselaer County or any of its 
boards, agencies, commissions, authorities, districts and Hudson Valley Community College.  For purposes of this 
subdivision, business dealings shall include contracts with Rensselaer County, its boards, agencies, commissions, 
authorities, districts and Hudson Valley Community College, gained through competitive bidding." 
 
 For the purposes of the above section, the term "family member" means "...a spouse, child, step-child, brother, sister 
parent, or dependent of Rensselaer County officer, employee, public official and party officers." 
 
 Should you have any questions concerning the foregoing, you should feel free to contact the Office of the 
Rensselaer County Attorney, located at the Rensselaer County Office Building, 99 Troy Road, East Greenbush, New 
York 12061, either in writing or by telephone.  The telephone number for the County Attorney's office is (518) 270-
2950.  Their facsimile number is (518) 270-2922.   
 
 

STATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF RENSSELAER 
 
 The undersigned vendor/bidder hereby certifies and affirms to the County of Rensselaer, New York that it has 
reviewed the pertinent provisions of Local Law No. 2 of the Year 1992 for the County of Rensselaer, New York and that the 
undersigned vendor/bidder is not in violation of those provisions pertaining to business dealings with the County of 
Rensselaer. 
 

- PRINT or TYPE ALL INFORMATION except "SIGNATURE" - 
 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
 (Name of Vendor/Company) 

 
___________________________________________________________ 

(Person authorized to sign & Title) 
 

___________________________________________________________ 
(Street or Box Number) 

 
___________________________________________________________  

(City, State, Zip Code) 
 

_________________________________________ ____/____/____ 

                                                                         Signature                                                    Date 
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Attachment A

Anticipated 2023-2024 School Year Transportation for

Children with Special Needs

Program Program Time Max. # of
No. Students

1 . Beginnings - 9:00-2:00 8
Hoosick Falls UPK

1A . Beginnings - 8:45 - 1:45 16
Berlin UPK

1B . Beginnings - 8:00 - 1:00 8
Hoosic Valley UPK

1C . Beginnings - 8:00 - 1:00 17
Lansingburgh FRC

1D . Beginnings - 8:30 - 1:30 40
Lansingburgh UPK

1E . Beginnings - 9:00 - 2:00 18
Mosaic Village

1F . Beginnings - 8:00 - 1:00 8
Rensselaer FRC

1G . Beginnings - 8:30 - 1:30 16
Rensselaer UPK

1H . Beginnings - 8:30-1:30 16
Ohav Shalom

1I . Beginnings - 8:00 -1:00 9
St. Vincent's

1J . Beginnings - 8:00 - 1:00 16
Capital Milestones

1K . Beginnings - 8:00 - 1:00 16
YMCA - KidzLodge

2 . Crossroads 9:00 - 2:30 6

3 . ECEC - 8:30 - 1:00 30
Troy

3A . ECEC - 8:30 - 1:00 10
Albany
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Program Program Time Max. # of
No. Students

3B . ECEC - 8:30 - 1:00 5
Schenectady

4 . Story Place 9:00 - 2:00 46

5 . A Child's Place at Unity - 8:30 - 1:30 54
4th Street

5A . A Child's Place at Unity - 8:00 - 1:00 6
School 12

5B . A Child's Place at Unity - 8:00 - 1:00 18
St. Jude's

5C . A Child's Place at Unity - 8:30 - 1:30 30
Albany

6 . Helping Hands 9:00 - 2:00 10

6A . Helping Hands 9:00 - 11:30 10

6B . Helping Hands 12:30 - 3:00 10

7 . Cloverpatch - 9:00 - 2:00 10
Center for the Disabled

8 . Circle of Friends - 8:20 - 1:40 5
Delmar

8A . Circle of Friends - 8:20 - 1:40 5
Ravena

9 . Newmeadow 9:00 - 2:00 5

10 . Achievements - 8:00 - 1:00 4
Maplewood

10A . Achievements - 8:30 - 1:30 6
Maplewood

10B . Achievements - 9:00 - 2:00 6
Maplewood

11 . Spotted Zebra 8:30 - 1:30 6

12 . Advanced Therapy - 9:15 - 2:45 5
Madison Avenue

13 . Anderson Early 8:30 - 2:00 10
Learning Academy
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- EVALUATION / SELECTION RATIONALE - 
                                              
Our Current Transportation Consultant, VMC Consultants, Inc., was the only responder to the 
Transportation Consultant RFP.  The Division of Children with Special Needs of the Department of Health 
began using a transportation management / routing company in 2015 to establish cost effective routes 
for the transportation of Children with Special Needs, ages 2 to 5 years.   VMC’s proposal was reviewed 
by the Public Health Director and the Director of Children with Special Needs to determine that it met 
the requirements that were set forth by the Request for Proposals.     
 
VMC has been Rensselaer County’s Transportation Consultant since 2015 and we have been very 
pleased with their professionalism, helpfulness, and cost cutting measures, in that they have saved the 
county over 1 million in transportation costs since their start.  VMC is a New York based firm, which has 
considerable experience managing other programs similar to ours in various Counties in New York State.  
VMC has a proven track record dealing with New York Counties and saving valuable program dollars.  
They have a staff that works very well together and are always available to us whenever the need arises.  
 
In conclusion, based on review and discussion, it was decided that the continuation of these 
Transportation Consultant services with VMC Consultants, Inc. is in the best interest of Rensselaer 
County and the Children with Special Needs program, due to their extensive history proving these 
services to us and other New York State counties and their cost savings incentives.   
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